	
Ribble Valley Borough Council 

	DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT – FURTHER DETAILS REQUIRED

	TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING G.D.O. PARTS 6 & 7 PRIOR NOTIFICATION OF AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY BUILDINGS AND ROADS



	REF: 
	CB

	Application No:
	3/2012/0588/N

	Proposal:
	Open fronted building with a sloping roof for use as sheep housing

	Location:
	Lane Side Farm, Alston Lane, Alston, Preston, PR3 2BN

	Applicant:
	Mrs K. English

	

	COMMENTS:

	A prior notification application has been submitted seeking approval for the erection of a mono-pitch building to house sheep.  Sketches have been submitted which show the building to have a floor area of 75ft x 28ft (this roughly equates to 192m² (22.7m x 8.4m)).

From my site visit it would appear that limited agricultural activities are taking place at the property, and the land appeared to be used by other farmers.  I have come to this conclusion as at the time of my site visit silaging was taking place on the two fields on either side of Back Lane, one which extends to the northern elevations of Lane Side Farm house and The Croft, and the other field on the opposite side of Back Lane extends northwards towards Preston Road.  I noted that the tractors and silage trailers leaving these fields did not take the grass back to Lane Side Farm but left the fields on to Back Lane and exited on to Preston Road.

Notwithstanding this, Lane Side Farm has in the region of 53 acres (worked out by plotting the site on Map Zone, the LCC web based map service) and I am confident that a farm of this size would have justification for a building. However, the details submitted are somewhat sketchy and unclear.  I note that the proposed building would be located in close proximity to an existing agricultural building, however, given that Lane Side Farm and the surrounding properties are visually prominent from public vantage points, the visual amenities of this area of open countryside need to be protected.  I thus recommend that further details are requested showing scaled elevations of the building and its walling and roofing materials are submitted for consideration.  I thus recommend the application accordingly.



	RECOMMENDATION:  That further details of the building be requested in order to safeguard the visual amenities of the open countryside.


DATE INSPECTED: 23 JULY 2012














