Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: GT

	Application No: 
	3/2012/0678/P

	Development Proposed:
	Proposed erection of 16 solar panels mounted on the roof on a farm building to generate electricity for the farmhouse and for feeding into the national grid at Fellside Farm, Catlow Road, Slaidburn, Lancashire, BB7 3AQ.



	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Slaidburn and Easington Parish Council – No objections.


	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Nearby Residents

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV1 – Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy ENV24 - Renewable Energy.

Policy ENV25 - Renewable Energy.
National Planning Policy Framework.

Forest of Bowland AONB Renewable Energy Position Statement (April 2011).



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This application seeks permission for the attachment of 16 Solar PV panels to the south facing roof elevation of an existing building on site at Fellside Farm, Catlow Road, Slaidburn.  The main issues concerning this application are with regards to the visual impact of the proposal on the area.

With regards to the visual impact on the area by the proposal, the site itself is in an isolated location and can only be partially seen from long distance views.  Paragraph 98 within the NPPF advises that ‘When determining planning applications relating to renewable energy proposals, local planning authorities should:

· not require applicants for energy development to demonstrate the overall need for renewable or low carbon energy and also recognise that even small-scale projects provide a valuable contribution to cutting greenhouse gas emissions; and

· approve the application (unless material considerations indicate otherwise) if its impacts are (or can be made) acceptable.

This is supported within paragraph 4.7.2 of the Forest of Bowland AONB Renewable Energy Position Statement, which notes that small scale installations, usually up to 10kW arrays, on commercial, farm or community buildings that have minor landscape and visual impacts should not normally be objected to within the Forest of Bowland AONB, as careful siting can minimise the visual impact of arrays.  On this basis, the small array of the solar panels is not considered to be of visual detriment to the wider AONB due to their position on the roofscape of the agricultural building.
Therefore considering the above points, it is recommended that this application be granted conditionally.


	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity nor would it have an adverse visual impact on the locality or the wider AONB.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.
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