Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: GT

	Application No: 
	3/2012/0679/P

	Development Proposed:
	Proposed replacement boundary fencing and internal security fencing and gates at St Cecilia’s RC High School, Chapel Hill, Longridge, Lancashire.

	CONSULTATIONS: Town Council

	Longridge Town Council - No observations or comments have been received within the statutory 21-day consultation period.

	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	LCC Highways Officer – No objections.

	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.

	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The application relates to St Cecilia’s RC Technology College on Chapel Hill in Longridge.  The application seeks permission for the erection of replacement security fencing and gates in four separate locations at the site.

The details and locations are as follows,

A. New 2.4m high weld mesh fencing replacing galvanised railings adjacent to the public footpath to the western boundary,

B. New 2.4m weld mesh fencing with a 2m wide single gate adjacent to the car park to the eastern boundary of the site,

C. New 2.4m high weld mesh fencing to secure an existing opening within the stone boundary wall to the eastern boundary of the site, and

D.  New galvanised double gates between the Year 7 classroom and the main school building.

The proposed security fencing will improve the security for the school and enable it to meet with the safe guarding requirements now required in line with the recent Ofsted inspection report.  This new fencing will be combined with electronic access control measures to external doors and a CCTV system to monitor unauthorised access.  The new metal mesh fencing will be that indicated within the Design and Access Statement and, apart from the double gates at location D, it will be blue in colour (RAL 5010) to match the existing colour scheme at the school.  In visual terms, the fencing will not be significantly visible from outside the site, and given the majority of it will be replacing existing fencing, I therefore consider the proposal to be acceptable with regards to visual amenity/impact.

As such, I can see no objections to the proposed new fencing.

	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal would have no seriously detrimental effects upon either visual amenity or the amenities of any nearby residents.

	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 03/09/2012








