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GRAEME THORPE

01200 414520

graeme.thorpe@ribblevalley.gov.uk
3/2012/0882/P
3 DECEMBER 2012

Dear Richard Walters,

RE – Request for a Screening Opinion under Regulation 5 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulation 2011.

Proposal:
Proposed 330kW Wind Turbine with a hub height of 44m (tip height 60.7m)

Site Address:
Huntroyde Home Farm, Huntroyde West, Whins Lane, Simonstone, Lancashire, BB12 7QL.

I write in reply the above request received at our offices on the 5 October 2012, and I apologise for the delay in getting back to you.  Following an assessment of the information provided in respect of the above development, I now write to inform you of the Local Planning Authority’s formal screening opinion under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2011.

I can confirm that the local planning authority is of the view that the development proposals fall within Section 3 (ii) of Schedule 2 of the Regulations, Installations for the harnessing of wind power for energy production (wind farms).

On the basis of the limited information provided with your Screening Opinion request under Section 5 of the regulations, the Local Planning Authority have carried out a full screening opinion to ascertain whether there is a need for an Environmental Impact Assessment.

In assessing the applicable thresholds and criteria of Schedule 2, whilst the development proposed involves the installation of only ONE turbine, the hub height of the turbine will exceed 15 metres. This therefore requires an assessment of the proposal in relation to Schedule 3.

The selection criteria for screening within Schedule 2 development considers that the following must be assessed,

· Characteristics of development,

· Location of development, and

· Characteristics of the potential development.

Having assessed the scheme in relation to the above, the Local Planning Authority have concluded that an Environmental Impact Assessment will not be necessary in relation to this proposal as the turbine will,

· Not be a major development of more than local importance,

· Not impact on any particularly environmentally sensitive or vulnerable locations,

· Not have any unusually complex or hazardous environmental effects,

· Produce a maximum of only 330kW (well below the 500kW threshold),

· Be over 400m away from the nearest residential property (other than the Applicants)

· There are no significant archaeological implications, and

· Not be of a scale, which would significantly affect a significant geographical area or population.

Prior to the formal submission of a full application for the development, I would however like to bring your attention to the importance of the following relevant Local Plan Policies and the detailed information likely to be required with any such application.

The site in question lies adjacent to the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and as such Policy ENV2 is considered relevant. This Policy notes that ‘the landscape and character of those areas immediately adjacent to the Forest of Bowland areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty will be protected, conserved and wherever possible enhanced.  The environmental effects of proposals will be a major consideration and the design, materials, scale, massing and landscaping of development will be important factors in deciding planning applications.’
Policies ENV24, ENV25 and ENV26 are also relevant as they consider schemes for Renewable Energy and Wind Energy. Policy ENV24 states ‘the Borough Council will support the development of renewable energy schemes provided it can be shown that such developments would not cause unacceptable harm’, and Policy ENV25 states that ‘in assessing proposals for renewable energy schemes, the Borough Council will have particular regard to the following issues,

i. The immediate and wider impact of the proposed development on the landscape; and AONB in particular the need to protect features and areas of natural, cultural, historic and archaeological interest;

ii. the measures that would be taken, during and after construction, to minimise the impact of the development on local land use and residential amenity;

iii. the local and wider benefits the proposal may bring; and
iv. the fact that certain renewable energy resources can only be harnessed where the resource occurs.
More specific to Wind Energy, Policy ENV26 states that ‘The Borough Council will approve proposals for wind turbine generators providing:

i. the visual impact of the proposal on the wider landscape is justifiable;

ii. the proposal does not harm any wildlife habitat or area of historical or architectural importance;

iii. the degree of nuisance caused by noise and shadow flicker to nearby residential amenities, agricultural operations, recreational areas or the function of the countryside is minimal;

iv. the proposal does not interfere with electromagnetic signals;

v. the design, colour layout and scale of turbines and ancillary structures including access roads must be appropriate to the character of the area;

vi. connections to electrical grids and sub stations etc. must be acceptable in the landscape setting;

vii. adequate restoration and after use provision must be made:

viii. suitable parking facilities should be provided where appropriate.

Development proposals within or close to the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, sites of special scientific interest, local nature reserves, or scheduled ancient monuments will not be allowed, unless:

i. the proposal cannot be better located outside such statutory designated areas:
ii. the proposal is acceptable in environmental and landscape terms; and
iii. any adverse environmental impacts as far as practicable have been mitigated.

Bearing this in mind, the main guidance I can offer is that given the site will be visible from views into and out of the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the proposed siting of the turbine must be considered acceptable in environmental, visual and landscape terms, it must have minimal impact on users of the adjacent Public Rights of Way, the proposal must not harm any wildlife habitat and the design, colour and scale of the turbine and ancillary structures including access roads must be appropriate to the character of the area.

In order to form a visual assessment, I would also recommend submitting a Landscape Visual Assessment, with the key components of the assessment being:

 

a) Detailed description of the full extent of the proposed wind turbine works,

b) Zone of Theoretical Visibility Map - This should cover an area of up to 5km radius and show the zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV) of the proposed turbine at full height (this may not be a requirement however I have not had confirmation from the LCC AONB Officer),
c) Visualisations - Approximately 8 photomontages from a range of viewpoints within a 3km radius of the proposed turbine. It is recommended that the selected viewpoints be agreed jointly with the local authorities. I am happy to advise on the suitability of viewpoints.

d) Assessment of the site and wider landscape's sensitivity and capacity to wind energy development. The Landscape Sensitivity to Wind Energy Development in Lancashire, February 2005, study (Lancashire County Council) should be helpful for this work, and can be found at the following website address http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/environment/landscape/landscapewind/index.asp
e) Assessment of impacts on landscape character, landscape value, landscape amenity and landscape fabric. Further guidance on this is available in the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 2002 (Institute for Environmental Assessment and the Landscape Institute). The County Council's landscape character assessment can be found at the following website address http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/environment/landscape/landscapecharacass/cover.asp and the Forest of Bowland AONB landscape character assessment http://www.forestofbowland.com/landscape_character should be referred to for this work.

f) Assessment of visual impacts.

g) Assessment of cumulative impacts with operational and consented wind energy development.

h) Possible mitigation of impacts.

i) Assessment of the proposals against the key tests of planning policy.

With regards to potential noise impact of the turbine, I refer you to Policy ENV26 of our Local Plan, paragraph 4.11.11 that notes, "Because of the potential nuisances that can arise from wind turbines, particularly from noise, it is necessary that these are fully described in applications. Prediction calculations to show the levels of nuisance, particularly at the nearest habitations, will therefore be required to properly judge proposals and to allow for any mitigation measures.' Therefore, in order to help enable the Council to assess the potential noise impact of the turbine proposed, the Council will require the manufacturers data as a bare minimum, however in compliance with that recommended within PPS22: Renewable Energy, and in the Technical Annex to 'Planning for Renewable Energy: A Companion Guide to PPS22', which refers to the document 'The Assessment & Rating of Noise from Wind Farms' (ETSU-R-97), further information in relation to the ETSU "method" would also be helpful.  In my experience, in low noise environments such as this, wind turbine noise should be limited to an absolute level within 35 - 40 dB (A), and in line with guidance contained within PPG24, wind turbine noise should not exceed a nighttime maximum of 43dB(A).

I trust that these additional comments are helpful, however should you wish to seek formal pre-application advice for such a proposal the Council do offer this service.  Forms are available on our website and a fee of £180 will be required.  If you require any further details relating to this screening opinion please do not hesitate to contact me on the above direct line or e-mail address.

Yours sincerely,

GRAEME THORPE

SENIOR PLANNING OFFICER

Knight Frank LLP

No. 1 Marsden Street,

MANCHESTER

M2 1HW
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