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GRAEME THORPE

01200 414520

graeme.thorpe@ribblevalley.gov.uk
3/2012/0926/P
03 DECEMBER 2012

Dear Conor McAllister,

RE – Request for a Screening Opinion under Regulation 5 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulation 2011.

Proposal:
Proposed 20kW Wind Turbine with a hub height of 20.6m (tip height 27.1m)

Site Address:
Lower Gazegill, Dancer Lane Rimington, Lancashire, BB7 4EE.

I write in reply the above request received at our offices on the 16 October 2012, and I apologise for the delay in getting back to you.  Following an assessment of the information provided in respect of the above development, I now write to inform you of the Local Planning Authority’s formal screening opinion under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2011.

I can confirm that the local planning authority is of the view that the development proposals fall within Section 3 (ii) of Schedule 2 of the Regulations, Installations for the harnessing of wind power for energy production (wind farms).

On the basis of the limited information provided with your Screening Opinion request under Section 5 of the regulations, the Local Planning Authority have carried out a full screening opinion to ascertain whether there is a need for an Environmental Impact Assessment.

In assessing the applicable thresholds and criteria of Schedule 2, whilst the development proposed involves the installation of only ONE turbine, the hub height of the turbine will exceed 15 metres. This therefore requires an assessment of the proposal in relation to Schedule 3.

The selection criteria for screening within Schedule 2 development considers that the following must be assessed,

· Characteristics of development,

· Location of development, and

· Characteristics of the potential development.

Having assessed the scheme in relation to the above, the Local Planning Authority have concluded that an Environmental Impact Assessment will not be necessary in relation to this proposal as the turbine will,

· Not be a major development of more than local importance,

· Not impact on any particularly environmentally sensitive or vulnerable locations,

· Not have any unusually complex or hazardous environmental effects,

· Produce a maximum of only 20kW (well below the 500kW threshold),

· Be over 250m away from the nearest residential property (other than the Applicants)

· There are no significant archaeological implications, and

· Not be of a scale, which would significantly affect a significant geographical area or population.

If you require any further details relating to this screening opinion please do not hesitate to contact me on the above direct line or e-mail address.

Yours sincerely,

GRAEME THORPE

SENIOR PLANNING OFFICER

Entrust Professional Services Ltd,

Daresbury Innovation Centre,

Keckwick Lane.

Daresbury,

CHESHIRE

WA4 4FS

please ask for:


direct line:


e-mail:


my ref:


your ref:


date:
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Switchboard: 01200 425111


Fax: 01200 414487


DX: Clitheroe 15157
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Chief Executive: Marshal Scott CPFA
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