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	DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED:
	Erection of 1no. 20kW Wind turbine with a tip height of 27.1m and all associated works.

	AT:
	Lower Gazegill  Cross Hill Lane Rimington Lancashire BB7 4EE

	Ribble Valley Borough Council hereby give notice that permission has been granted for the carrying out of the above development in accordance with the application plans and documents submitted subject to the following condition(s):



	1. 
	The development must be begun not later than the expiration of three years beginning with the date of this permission.


REASON: Required to be imposed pursuant to Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.



	2. 
	The permission shall relate to the development as shown on Plan Drawing No's 001 - Scale 1:500, 001 - Scale 1:2500 and the plan entitles Overalls/Planning CF20.


REASON:  For the avoidance of doubt and to ensure that the development is carried out in accordance with the submitted plans.



	3. 
	This permission shall be implemented in accordance with the proposal as amended by letter and plan received on the 25th of February 2013.


REASON:  For the avoidance of doubt since the proposal was the subject of agreed amendments.

P.T.O.

	4. 
	This permission shall expire after 25 years following the date that electricity generated from the turbine is first connected to the grid.  The Local Planning Authority shall be notified of such date in writing not later than one month from the making of such connection.  After this 25-year period, the structure hereby authorised shall be removed from the site and the land reinstated to its former condition to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority unless the Local Planning Authority has granted a further permission for this development.


REASON: In order to prevent the structure remaining on site after its use has terminated, in the interests of the visual amenity of the area and in order to avoid conflict with the Local Planning Authority's control of development within the open countryside. In accordance with the guidance contained within the NPPF, Policies G1, ENV3, ENV25 and ENV26 of the Districtwide Local Plan, Policies DMG1, DME2 and DME5 and Key Statements EN2 and EN3 of the Regulation 22 Submission Draft Ribble Valley Core Strategy.



	5. 
	Within 12 months of the cessation of electricity generation, or if the turbine ceases to be operational for a continuous period of 6 months, the turbine and mast shall be removed and the land restored to its former condition, to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority.


REASON: In order to prevent the structure remaining on site after its use has terminated, in the interests of the visual amenity of the area and in order to avoid conflict with the Local Planning Authority's control of development within the open countryside.  In accordance with the guidance contained within the NPPF, Policies G1, ENV3, ENV25 and ENV26 of the Districtwide Local Plan, Policies DMG1, DME2 and DME5 and Key Statements EN2 and EN3 of the Regulation 22 Submission Draft Ribble Valley Core Strategy.



	6. 
	The colour of the blades and turbine head shall be Matt Grey (RAL 7045) in colour unless otherwise agreed in writing with the local planning authority.


REASON: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of the visual amenity of the area.  In accordance with the guidance contained within the NPPF, Policies G1 and ENV3 of the Districtwide Local Plan, Policies DMG1 and DME2 and Key Statement EN2 of the Regulation 22 Submission Draft Ribble Valley Core Strategy.



	7. 
	Vegetation clearance works, site preparation, vehicle movements associated with the development, development work or other works that may affect nesting birds (including ground nesting birds) will not be carried out between March and August inclusive, unless the absence of nesting birds has been confirmed by further surveys or inspections.


REASON:  In the interests of the protecting nesting birds from the adverse impacts of development, in accordance with Policy ENV7 of the Districtwide Local Plan, Policy DME3 of the Regulation 22 Submission Draft Ribble Valley Core Strategy and guidance contained within The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended), The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), The National Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 and the Government Circular: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation - Statutory Obligations and their impact within the Planning System (DEFRA 01/2005, ODPM 06/2005).

P.T.O.

	8. 
	The turbine unit and blades shall be maintained and serviced in accordance with manufacturer's instructions and recommendations.


REASON:  In the interests of the safety of users of the adjacent Public Right of Way, and in accordance with Policy G1 of the Districtwide Local Plan and Policy DMG1 of the Regulation 22 Submission Draft Ribble Valley Core Strategy.



	9. 
	The noise emissions from the wind turbines shall not exceed a sound pressure level LAeq, T of 35dB at the curtilage of any dwelling lawfully existing at the time of this consent at wind speeds up to and including 8 ms-1 at rotor centre height.  Any measurement shall be made at a height of 1.2m and at a minimum distance of 3.5m from any façade or acoustically reflective surface.  A report shall be submitted every three years to the LPA for approval confirming that this has been complied with.


REASON:  In the interests of the protecting the amenity of the occupiers of the adjacent residential properties, in accordance with Policy G1 of the Districtwide Local Plan and Policy DMG1 of the Regulation 22 Submission Draft Ribble Valley Core Strategy.



	10. 
	Following notification from the Local Planning Authority (LPA) that a justified complaint has been received, the wind turbine operator shall, at their own expense, employ a suitably competent and qualified person to measure and assess, by a method to be approved in writing by the LPA, whether noise from the turbine meets the specified level.  The assessment shall be commenced within 21 days of the notification, or such longer time as approved by the LPA.


A copy of the assessment report, together with all recorded data and audio files obtained as part of the assessment, shall be provided to the LPA (in electronic form) within 60 days of the notification.  The operation of the turbine shall cease if the specified level is confirmed as being exceeded.


The measurement time period shall be based on BWEA blade length calculation (para 3.4(1) t=4*D seconds).  Where t = measurement time period in seconds (subject to a minimum period of 10 seconds) D = rotor diameter in metres.


REASON:  In the interests of the protecting the amenity of the occupiers of the adjacent residential properties, in accordance with Policy G1 of the Districtwide Local Plan and Policy DMG1 of the Regulation 22 Submission Draft Ribble Valley Core Strategy.

P.T.O.




Relevant planning policy

	National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G5 - Settlement Strategy.

Policy ENV3 - Open Countryside.

Policy ENV7 - Species Protection.

Policy ENV13 - Landscape Protection.

Policy ENV24 - Renewable Energy

Policy ENV25 - Renewable Energy

Policy ENV26 - Wind Energy.

Core Strategy 2008/2028 - A Local Plan for Ribble Valley Regulation 22 Submission Draft

Policy DMG1 - General Considerations.

Policy DME2 - Landscape and Townscape Protection.

Policy DME3 - Site and Species Protection and Conservation.

Policy DME5 - Renewable Energy.

Key Statement EN2 - Landscape

Key Statement EN3 - Sustainable Development and Climate Change.

Planning for Renewable Energy: A Companion Guide to PPS22.

Forest of Bowland AONB Renewable Energy Position Statement.

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended)

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)

The National Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006.

Government Circular: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation - Statutory Obligations and their impact within the Planning System (DEFRA 01/2005, ODPM 06/2005).


	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL

The proposal represents an appropriate form of development and given its design, size and location would not result in visual detriment to the surrounding countryside, nor would its use have an adverse impact on highway safety.


	The Local Planning Authority operates a pre-planning application advice service which applicants are encouraged to use. Whether or not this was used, the Local Planning Authority has endeavoured to work proactively and positively to resolve issues and considered the imposition of appropriate conditions and amendments to the application to deliver a sustainable form of development .



	


Note(s)

	1. 
	For rights of appeal in respect of any condition(s)/or reason(s) attached to the permission see the attached notes.



	2. 
	The applicant is advised that should there be any deviation from the approved plan the Local Planning Authority must be informed.  It is therefore vital that any future Building Regulation application must comply with the approved planning application.



	3. 
	The grant of planning permission does not entitle a developer to obstruct a right of way and any proposed stopping up or diversion of a right of way should be the subject of an Order under the appropriate Act.  Footpaths 1 and 4 in the Parish of Rimington and Middop abut this site.


JOHN HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES
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