Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: GT

	Application No: 
	3/2012/1059/P

	Development Proposed:
	Proposed redevelopment of old school buildings to provide a new 2/3 storey building accommodating classrooms, dining hall, hall, kitchen, learning resources room, offices and ancillary facilities at Bowland High School, Sawley Road, Grindleton, Lancashire.



	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations

	N/A



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	NPPF.

Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV1 – Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy ENV7 – Species Protection.

Core Strategy 2008/2028 - A Local Plan for Ribble Valley Regulation 22 Submission Draft

Policy DMG1 – General Considerations.

Policy DME2 – Landscape and Townscape Protection.

Policy DME3 – Site and Species Protection and Conservation.
Key Statement EN2 – Landscape.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Lancashire County Council seeks Ribble Valley Borough Council’s observations on a proposed redevelopment of old school buildings to provide a new 2/3 storey building accommodating classrooms, dining hall, hall, kitchen, learning resources room, offices and ancillary facilities at Bowland High School, Sawley Road, Grindleton.

When originally opened as a school, it was to accommodate 200 pupils.  The current facilities remain the same size whilst the growth of pupil numbers has more than doubled to approximately 560, hence the reason for the proposed extensions and alterations.  The application seeks to provide space for these pupils and not, therefore, provide space for additional. The increased use of IT and associated wiring requirements is not easily achieved within the old buildings, and due to its age is not visually attractive anymore. The alterations will also improve the accessibility through the school, as it is currently very restricted for wheelchair users.  The proposed modern build will improve all these aspects, as well as providing a more energy efficient building.  The building will be built on the same footprint as the building to be demolished but will be two storeys in height.  The design is modern but has been created to match (in some part) with the single storey building to the northeast.  Whilst increasing the height of this portion of the building will make this section of the building more visually prominent, due to the existing screening provided by the trees to the south eastern boundary of the school site, I do not consider the proposal would be to the significant detriment of the visual amenity of the area.  The Council would, however, be interested in the views of the County Landscape Architect given the location of the site within the Forest of Bowland AONB as the new 2/3 storey building will be significantly more visible than the one it replaces.
Given the existing building is home to a bat roost, a number of pre-commencement conditions will be required on any subsequent approval and these will be recommended to the County Council Officer.

On this basis, the Council raises no objection in principal to the proposal.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant detrimental impact on nearby residential amenity nor would it have an adverse visual impact.


	RECOMMENDATION: That Lancashire County Council be advised that the Council has no objection to the proposal.


DATE INSPECTED: 	09/01/2013














