Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: MB/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2012/1075/P

	Development Proposed:
	Change of use from Class A1 (retail) to a tattoo studio (Class Sui Generis) at 22 Berry Lane, Longridge

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Town Council - No representations received.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) - No representations received.

Environment Agency - No representations received.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan 

Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV16 - Development Within Conservation Areas.

Ribble Valley core Strategy Regulation 22 Submission Draft

Policy DMG1 – General Considerations

Policy DME4 – Protecting Heritage Assets



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	Consent is sought for the change of use of the existing ground floor retail unit at 22 Berry Lane, Longridge to a tattoo studio.

The existing unit fronts Berry Lane and is situated on the junction with Irwell Street.  The application site is located within the Longridge Conservation Area, within which No 22 has being designated as a Building of Townscape Merit.  

No works to the exterior of the building are proposed within this application.  This application relates solely to the change of use of the building.  

As discussed above, the application site is located within the Longridge Conservation Area and is also designated as being a Building of Townscape Merit.  It is therefore important to consider what harm, if any, the proposed change of use would have upon the character and setting of the Conservation Area.  No alterations are proposed to the exterior of the building. I am therefore confident that if approved the change of use would not significantly harm the character, setting and visual amenities of the Conservation Area.  

Currently, the properties along Berry Lane are used for a range of different uses such as residential, commercial and business premises, forming one of the main streets within Longridge.  The proposed change of use detailed within this application will not, in my opinion, materially change the role Berry Lane plays in being a main street within Longridge, providing a wide range of amenities and services.  As a result of this I am satisfied that the proposed change of use would not be detrimental to the residential amenities of the area.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal has no significant visual impact on the building or adverse affect upon the setting of the Conservation Area. 



	RECOMMENDATION: That the change of use be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 8 JANUARY 2013














