Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: JM/CMS

	Application No: 
	3/2013/0451/P

	Development Proposed:
	Toilet block at Stephen Park dale Head Slaidburn

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No comments or observations received.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Contaminated Land Officer – Request a desktop study and appropriate conditions.

Environment Directorate (County Surveyor) – N/A.

Environment Agency – N/A.



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy ENV1 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Policy RT1 - General Recreation and Tourism Policy.

Core Strategy 2008 – 2028 – Regulation 22 Submission Draft

Policy DMG1 – General Considerations.

Policy DMB3 – Recreation and Tourism Development.

Policy DMG2 – Strategic Considerations.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	This proposal is for a toilet block located within the recently approved car park extension at Stephen Park, Slaidburn.  The complex forms part of a tourism ???? in connection with the mountain bike trails and footpath context within the Forestry Commission land.  This proposed building which is approximately 10m x 6m with a maximum height of 4m from floor level.  The building is constructed of natural stone and blue slate roof.  It would consist of 5 toilets and a wash area and also have some outdoor area as a porch arrangement.

The proposal is part of further development to the car park and would add to the tourism facilities.

Although the building is relatively isolated, it is located adjacent to an existing landscaped area and car park which in itself is predominantly screened from external views.  Situated in the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty it is important that the building is sympathetic to the local environment and in particular Stephen Park and I consider that this is to be the case in this instance.



	SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR APPROVAL:

	The proposal represents an appropriate form of development and given its design, size and location would not result in visual detriment to the surrounding countryside, nor would its use have an adverse impact on highway safety.



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 17 JUNE 2013














