Ribble Valley Borough Council                                                                  

DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT - APPROVAL

	Ref: CS/EL

	Application No: 
	3/2014/0084/P

	Development Proposed:
	Erection of agricultural building 18.2m wide x 22.86m long for calf rearing at Little Town Farm, Chipping Road, Thornley

	CONSULTATIONS: Parish/Town Council

	Parish Council - No representations received.



	CONSULTATIONS: Highway/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	N/A



	CONSULTATIONS: Additional Representations.

	No representations have been received.



	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Ribble Valley Districtwide Local Plan 

Policy G1 - Development Control.

Policy G5 - Settlement Strategy.

Ribble Valley Core Strategy Regulation 22 Submission Draft Post Submission Version (including proposed main changes)

Policy DMG1 – General Considerations.

Policy DNG2 – Strategic Considerations.



	COMMENTS/ENVIRONMENTAL/AONB/HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES/RECOMMENDATION:

	The farm buildings complex of Little Town Farm is located to the east of Little Town Dairy both of which are served by the same access road off the eastern side of Chipping Lane in the open countryside between Longridge and Chipping.  The group of buildings at the farm comprises the following:

1. Slurry storage – used for waste storage.

2. Dry cow shed – used for dry cow housing during the winter.

3. Milking shed – used for housing the milking herd.

4. Barn – used for housing young stock during the winter.

5. Roofed silage building – used for feed storage. 

6. Two dwellings – the original farmhouse and a dwelling known as Cloverfield.  

The land holding comprises 140 owned hectares plus 40 rented hectares. The enterprise is a mixture of dairy (180 dairy cows), beef rearing (160 calves aged 0-24 months) and sheep (35 breeding ewes and 100 store sheep). 

Four male members of the Forshaw family work on the farm – three full-time and one part- time. One of these workers lives in the farmhouse and the other three live at Cloverfield.

Permission is sought for the erection of an agricultural building for calf rearing.  This would be 22.9m x 18.2m with an eaves height of 3.6m and a ridge height of 7m. Its external materials would comprise concrete panels to the lower part of the walls, brown fibre cement sheets to the upper part of the walls and brown fibre cement roof sheets.  

It is explained in the submitted documents that the building is necessary to improve animal welfare.  It is intended to isolate young stock away from other cattle on the holding to help reduce mortality rates and improve health.  

The building is to be sited immediately adjoining the existing group of buildings. It will be on the edge of a field immediately adjoining an existing similar building. The proposed building is similar in design and external materials to existing buildings within the complex and, when viewed from outside the site, would appear as an integral part of the group of buildings. It would not in any way appear as an inappropriate or discordant feature in the landscape. 

The siting of the building is such that it would not have any impact upon the adjoining Little Town Dairy or upon the amenities of any nearby residents.  

Overall, I can see no objections to this application that seeks permission for a relatively small building to improve the existing livestock accommodation at this established farm. 



	RECOMMENDATION: That conditional planning permission be granted.


DATE INSPECTED: 14 March 2014














