FILE NOTE

APPLICATION REF: 3/2016/0060/P

PRIOR NOTIFICATION FOR INSTALLATION OF SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC PANELS AT SLAIDBURN VILLAGE HALL, THE GREEN, SLAIDBURN

This application was not determined by the former case officer Colin Sharpe and was only passed to the Head of Planning when he left the authority.  The application, because it is a prior approval, has now got deemed consent as the officer failed to determine it within the period of time.  The expiry date was 8 February 2016 and the application was submitted on 14 December 2015.

I am of the opinion that the proposal will be prominent and seen as an inappropriate incursion onto the roof scape within an important building within the Slaidburn Conservation Area.  It is also situated within the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and probably the tallest building in the vicinity.

Unfortunately because the application has not been determined within the 56 day period and deemed consent has been granted.  I consider in order to minimise the likelihood of the scheme going ahead, I am not advising the applicant of the deemed consent it is something which they should be aware of under the planning legislation.  There is one caveat which relates to the proximity of the photovoltaic panels to the edge of the roof and they cannot be installed within 1m of the roof edge.  It may be that some of them are within that parameter but it is unlikely that the majority of the panels would be authorised by virtue of that clause of the Town and Country Planning (Permitted Development) Act.

On this basis I consider it appropriate to make a file note that the Council has not automatically granted consent or did not consider it inappropriate but due to unfortunate circumstances the proposal is likely to benefit from deemed consent.
