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RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL


ROBERT MAJOR
01200 414516
robert.major@ribblevalley.gov.uk
3/2017/0533/P
22/06/17
Dear Ms Bevan
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACTS

Screening opinion under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017
Proposed installation of photovoltaic arrays at Hodder Water Treatment Works Slaidburn
I refer to the above request received by the Local Planning Authority on 12th June 2017 for a screening opinion pursuant to Part 2 Section 6 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. The application was accompanied by an EIA Screening Opinion Request Document and plans of the site.  

This application constitutes the formal screening opinion of the local planning authority in respect of the above development based on the information provided.  In accordance with the Regulations and having regards to the National Planning Practice Guidance Annex: Indicative Screening Thresholds (Paragraph 057 Reference ID: 4-057-20140306) the Local Planning Authority has adopted the screening opinion that the proposal is not EIA development, the reasoning for which is set out below.

Characteristics of Development
As described in your letter and shown on the submitted plan, Hodder Water Treatment Works (WTW) is located approximately 2.2km north of Slaidburn and is located within both the open countryside and the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

More specifically the application relates to a section of land measuring 0.36ha located to the south west of Stocks Impounding Reservoir (IR) and to the east of the residential property at Phynis. The plot is hard surfaced and currently used as a materials storage area and building compound in conjunction with the building operations and improvements that are taking place at the reservoir. The site is well screened from public views by mature trees, and in any case is only visible from within the grounds of the Hodder Water Treatment Works. 
The proposed development would comprise of an array of free-standing solar panels that would be used to generate electricity directly to the water treatment plant from a renewable energy source. The panels would be arranged in south facing rows with each panel set 60-80cm above ground level at the lowest point. Each panel would have a 20 -30 degree incline resulting in at the highest point the panel being 3m above ground level. The panels would be mounted on frames and no concrete foundations would be required. A gap of between 4m and 6m would be provided between rows to prevent overshadowing. 
A full planning application would be needed for the proposed works and the visual impacts, amongst all other planning considerations, would be accessed as part of any subsequent application. Whilst the size of the development site is below the 0.5 hectare threshold listed in Schedule 2 Section 3a of the EIA Regulations, as the site is within a “sensitive” location (AONB) the proposal has been assessed below against the EIA Regulations  

Landscape and Visual Impact

Even though the site is within the AONB (a “sensitive area”) due to the relatively low lying nature of the proposed developments and the natural screening formed by the surrounding woodland/landscape, it is considered that the proposed development would have a minimal impact upon longer distance views. 

In relation to this consideration under the EIA Regulations, the Council does not consider that the effects of the proposed development upon the local landscape would be “significant”.    
Ecology
The site is not within any statutory designation area but there are a number of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI’s) within 2km of the site.  The non-statutory Stocks Reservoir County Biological Heritage Site is also located to the north west of the site. Due to the distance between these designated sites and the development site, it is not considered that the proposed development would have any significant effects upon the ecology that they seek to protect. With regard to the effects upon the immediate ecology, as a result of the nature of the development, which will allow the retention and movement of habitats/species beneath the solar panels, the impact of the proposal would be minimal.  

In view of the above, the Council does not consider that the effects of the proposed development upon ecology would be ‘significant’. Notwithstanding this, any works under taken on site that would impact upon protected species is covered by statutory legislation and the accompanying letters states that a phase 1 ecological survey will be carried out on the site, and the LPA expects this, along with any subsequently recommended habitat/species specific surveys be submitted with any formal planning application.     

Cultural Heritage/Archaeology 

The Council accepts that in relation to this consideration under the EIA Regulations, the proposal will not have ‘significant’ effects upon the nearest listed building (Hammerton Hall) due to the 800m distance from the development site. 

Due to the nature of the proposed development, involving minimal excavation works, it is considered unlikely that the proposal would have any significant effect upon undiscovered archaeological remains. 

Noise and Vibration

There would be potential for noise and vibration impacts during the construction period, however due to the nature of the development such impact would not be significant.  
Flood Risk

The development site is not within Floodzone 2 or 3 and the proposal wold not have any significant impact in respect of this consideration.     
Conclusion
Having screened the proposal against the selection criteria in Schedule 3 and evaluated the potential significance of the likely environmental effects, the local planning authority is of the opinion that the proposed development is not likely to have significant effects on the environment and as such, is not EIA development within the meaning of the Regulations.  
It is noted that comprehensive ecological surveys, including appropriate mitigation, enhancement and compensatory measures, along with a tree survey and a Landscape Visual Impact Assessment, would all be required to be submitted with any subsequent planning application(s). 
You are advised that the local planning authority’s opinion on the likelihood of significant environmental effects is reached only for the purpose of adopting this screening opinion under the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 2017.  This screening opinion is given without prejudice to any subsequent consideration by the planning authority through the planning application process of the impacts of the proposed development and assessment of the acceptability or otherwise of the proposed development relative to development plan policy and other material considerations. In particular the Local Planning Authority would advise that a principal consideration in the determination of any future planning application will relate to the effects upon the visual appearance and character of the AONB.  
Yours sincerely,

John Macholc (Head of Planning)
Sarah Bevan
Senior Planner
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