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24 December 2019 

Dear James

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (ENGLAND AND WALES) REGULATIONS 2017: REGULATION 15 SCOPING OPINION
PROPOSALS: INSTALLATION OF TUNNELLED PIPEWORK AT THE MARL HILL SECTION OF THE HAWESWATER AQUEDUCT AND ASSOCIATED WORKS.

I write to you further to your Screening and Scoping Report received on 30/10/19 in respect of the above proposals. The scoping report has been the subject of consultation in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations 2017.

The consultation responses have provided advice on information required and these should be taken into account. I have provided commentary on some matters, and the approach to these matters. Where comprehensive guidance has been provided by a consultee I have enclosed that guidance with this Scoping Opinion to avoid repetition.

Landscape and Arboricultural

I attach responses from Lancashire County Council Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Ecology section and request that any Environmental Statement needs to take into account the recommendations contained in these documents. In particular any visual representation needs to be in accordance with the Technical guidance note 06/19. It is expected that more details will need to be given in defining what is an undue negative consequence. In consideration of criteria Table 6.2 more regard should be given to the importance of land immediately adjacent to the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and justification as to whether it should be classified as high value. 

In relation to the criteria for assessment under visual impact, it is considered that further analysis is necessary to expand on the criteria and give examples of enhancement situations. 

Water Environment and Flood Risk 

In this section it is essential that the consultation responses from the Environment Agency and Lead Local Flood Authority are taken into account in any further submission. Whilst accepting the broad details in the scoping report, additional environmental topics need to be included as outlined in the Environment Agency’s letter dated 6 December 2019. In particular further justification as to why some water courses are scoped out in the Fluvio Geomorphology group. 

It is also necessary to consider all increase in run-off rates due to soil composition and that these should be included in the scoping and although it is acknowledged that the construction management plan should include mitigation measures, it is still preferable for it to be included in the Environmental Statement. 

In relation to discharge of water into Bashall Brook, it is important to emphasise the importance of the water course in supporting fish migration and therefore any treatment would be required before discharge into the water course.

Ecology 

Please refer to all relevant sections of the responses from the Environment Agency and the ecology elements from Greater Manchester Ecology Unit and Lancashire County Council ecology consultation response from Mr Jones. 

It is important for any future Environment Statement to give more detail and evidence as to how the proposal would achieve a net biodiversity gain. It is considered that the 50m survey area around predetermined working areas is insufficient and this should be extended or a further justification given for the selection of a limited area. It is considered that the limited 50m area is unlikely to be sufficient to detect habitat population that could adversely be affected. It is recommended that an area of 250m is more appropriate. The survey work for Great Crested Newts should also be extended from 500m from any pond and not 250m as specified. 

Having regard to the contents of any Environmental Statement, advice is contained in the response from Greater Manchester ecology and Lancashire County Council and it is vital that any Environmental Statement reflects these requirements. Any such statement should demonstrate that the development and mitigation measures are compatible with the objectives of the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty management plan and that it conserves and enhances the natural beauty of the area. 

Cultural Heritage 

Advice as to the approach undertaken in the scoping document is given in the consultation responses from Lancashire County Council Archaeology and the Council’s inhouse advisor. It is considered that there is confusion in the scoping document and that the assessment criteria is not in accordance with the conservation principles of the environmental heritage, good practice advice note number 3 The setting of Heritage Assets (Historic England 2017). The 1km search area is regarded as inadequate in relation to the likely impact on the settings of listed buildings. 

It is considered that the impact on the setting of listed buildings and other heritage assets need to be assessed on an individual site by site basis. It is unlikely that the proposal would impact on certain aspects of heritage designation due to the predominantly underground nature of the development but regard would need to be given to the merits of any listing. For example if the building is listed because of its historical use or internal merits the search area may not be appropriate.

Reference needs to be given to the importance of non-designated heritage assets of which there are likely to be many in the search area. 

Soils, Geology and Land Quality 

The assessment approach seems adequate, although reference needs to be made to the relevant consultation response, particularly that from the Environment Agency which considers that the ground investigation should also include soil, textural analysis and settlement test on the top of the sub-soils. 

Waste Materials 

This is an important aspect and although the scope is broadly sufficient, given the volume of excavated surface materials from development and any details of its use needs further assessment which would include management of the routes for on-site and off-site disposal. Further comments covered in the Environment Agency response as well as the observations from Lancashire County Council as the Mineral Authority needs to be taken into account in any subsequent submissions.

Public Access and Recreation 

The proposed scoping assessment is acceptable. However, more consideration and details of the impact of any road closures as part of the construction management plan and the subsequent impact on recreational use of local facilities. 

Community and Health  

This section is broadly sufficient but regard needs to be given to identifying social and economic benefits as well possible negative attributes associated with the project. There may be an opportunity for localised employment benefits and secondary benefits as a result of workforce issues. Details of how the economic benefits are assessed should be identified in the Environment Statement. 

Major Accident and Disasters 

The scoping assessment is considered appropriate. 

Transport Planning 

The views of Highways England and Lancashire County Council highways needs to be addressed in any further submission. It is noted that significant liaison has taken place with Lancashire County Council and the Highways Agency and that there is ongoing discussion. Any future Environment Statement is to have an accompanying transport assessment. 

The Transport Assessment needs to have regard to local network and the wider strategic road network so in addition to the details in the scoping report information should also be agreed regarding a further spatial coverage of the transport assessment. As well as all the comments on the consultation responses it is important that the trip generations as a result of this development be agreed with the relevant highway authority. 

Noise and Vibration 

Based on the comments of the Council’s Environmental Health Officer, it is considered that details contained in the noise and vibration section are sufficient. However, due to the remote rural nature and the low background noise, justification for the 300m assessment area should be expanded although there may be a need for more localised buffer zone having regarding to existing topography. 
Air Quality and Climate change 

The scoping assessment is considered adequate. 

I trust that this information is of use to you and should additional information come forward in the process of this application I will endeavour to submit further details. It should also be noted that the fact that the Council has adopted and issued this opinion in relation to the scope of an ES it shall not preclude the Authority from subsequently requiring the developer to submit further information as part of the planning application, if this is deemed necessary.

Yours sincerely 
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JOHN MACHOLC
HEAD OF PLANNING SERVICES 
Encs



By email

James Cullen
United Utilities Water Ltd
Lingley Mere Business Park
Lingley Green Avenue
Great Sankey
WARRINGTON
WA5 3LP




Chief Executive: Marshal Scott CPFA
Directors: John Heap B.Eng. C. Eng. MICE,  Nicola Hopkins MTCP MRTPI,   Jane Pearson CPFA
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