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1 October 2021 

Dear David

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (ENGLAND AND WALES) REGULATIONS 2017: REGULATION 5 SCREENING OPINION

Land at Burnley Road, Simonstone, BB12 7ND

I refer to the above request received by the Local Planning Authority on 6th August 2021 for a screening opinion pursuant to Regulation 5 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. The application was accompanied by an EIA Screening Opinion Request Document and plans of the site.  

This application constitutes the formal screening opinion of the local planning authority in respect of the above development based on the information provided.  In accordance with the Regulations and having regards to the National Planning Practice Guidance Annex: Indicative Screening Thresholds (Paragraph 057 Reference ID: 4-057-20140306) the Local Planning Authority has adopted the screening opinion that the proposal within the Ribble Valley Borough boundary is not EIA development, the reasoning for which is set out below.

Characteristics of Development

The site is an area of unallocated land close to the junction of Simonstone Lane and the A678 Blackburn Road adjacent to an existing industrial area.  It is a small area of a former coal mining site and has been cleared and levelled. It is now vacant land with natural scrub. 

The site area of this proposal is approximately 1.5 hectares and thus exceeds the threshold for development associated with the energy industry as set out within Section 3(a) of Schedule 2 of the Town and Country (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017.

The applicant intends to submit a planning application for the proposed development which is for a battery storage compound. 

The applicant, Sirius Renewable Energy Limited, is seeking to develop a battery storage compound on the land.  This will comprise:
· 28No. battery containers and 28 No. transformers/inverter units; 
· Developer and Distribution Network Operator (DNO) substation compound and associated cabins including a switchgear / meter room; 
· Acoustic barrier; 
· Underground cable to the point of connection with the local distribution network; 
· Perimeter fencing 2.4m high and inward facing infra-red CCTV; and 
· Internal service road. 
· 
The proposed development is for the installation and operation of a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) with capacity to store and export up to 70MW of power to the local distribution network for up to 2 hours. The facility will provide balancing services to maintain sufficient power at times of high demand for electricity and to support the continuing deployment of renewable energy. 

The proposed development will consist of battery containers units which will have a similar appearance to shipping containers and measure typically 12m long by 3m wide and 3m high. Transformers, feed pillars, substations and control cabins will be no higher than 3m. The exact container unit is yet to be determined. From the onsite substation, the point of connection with the local distribution network will be via the pylon tower on to the existing 132kv overhead powerlines within the adjacent field to the west. The overhead powerlines are already connected to Electricity North West Padiham substation which is approximately 1km to the east of the proposal site.

The units will be modular in appearance, do not require any hazardous or complex operations through the construction or operation phases and have a relatively non obtrusive modular appearance and are no more than 3 metres high. 

Once the storage systems have been decommissioned after approx. 40 years the site will be restored to farmland. 

Location of development: 
The site is a vacant area of scrubland located adjacent to Time Technology Park close to the junction of Simonstone Lane and Blackburn Road. The immediate surrounding area to the north and east is predominantly industrial in character and fairly built up. There are former mine buildings to the east now used for light industrial purposes.  The River Calder and open agricultural land lies to the south and beyond this is the M65 motorway approx. 1 mile from the site. The site is unallocated in the local plan and not subject to any designations or constraints such as ecological or heritage designations or higher risk of flooding. 

Landscape and Visual Impact
In relation to this consideration under the EIA Regulations, the Council does not consider that the effects of the proposed development upon the local landscape would be “significant”.    

Ecology
The site is not within any statutory designation area and there are none within 2km of the site.  The applicant states that a preliminary ecological appraisal will be submitted with the formal planning application. 

Any works undertaken on site that would impact upon protected species is covered by statutory legislation therefore, in respect of ecological impact the information submitted is acceptable. 

Trees and Hedgerows
The area is not covered by any tree preservation orders and is currently scrubland but an arboricultural impact assessment will be submitted with the application. 

Public Rights of Way
There are no rights of way in the vicinity. Notwithstanding this it is considered that if any rights of way were affected works will be covered by public rights of way legislation and the Environmental Impacts will not be significant. 

Cultural Heritage/Archaeology 
There is a grade II listed building on the opposite side of the river but the Council accepts that in relation to this consideration under the EIA Regulations, the proposal will not have ‘significant’ effects upon heritage assets due to the distance from the development site. 

Noise
There would be potential for noise due to the cumulative impacts with existing units, however the development described will not generate significant noise and, in this location, only two properties are likely to be directly affected. Noise attenuation measures can be put in place to mitigate any harm and this will be assessed through the planning process. 

Contaminated land
Due to previous land uses the land is contaminated and there is historic coal mining. The planning application will be accompanied by a coal mining risk assessment and ground conditions report which may give rise to further surveys and mitigation being required. However it is not considered that the potential impacts will be significant within the meaning of the regulations. 

Production of Waste
During the lifespan of the development it is stated that little to no waste will be generated. The batteries will store electricity to ensure that there is no impact on the grid and they will support zero emission energy generation.  It is not considered that the waste produced in the development site of relevance to this request will have a significant environmental impact.

Traffic and Transport
It is not considered that the level of traffic generated by the development will have significant environmental impacts.

Flood Risk
The development site is not within Flood Zone 2 or 3 and the proposal would not have any significant impact in respect of this consideration.     

Conclusion
Having evaluated the potential significance of the likely environmental effects, the local planning authority is of the opinion that the proposed development is not likely to have significant effects on the environment and as such, is not EIA development within the meaning of the Regulations. 

You are advised that the local planning authority’s opinion on the likelihood of significant environmental effects is reached only for the purpose of adopting this screening opinion under the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 2017.  


Yours sincerely,



John Macholc
Head of Planning





By email

David Baker
Sirius Planning
4245 Park Approach
Thorpe Park
Leeds
LS15 8GB





Chief Executive: Marshal Scott CPFA
Directors: John Heap B.Eng. C. Eng. MICE,  Nicola Hopkins MTCP MRTPI,   Jane Pearson CPFA







image1.wmf
 


oleObject1.bin
[image: image1.png]zl,» \

iy








