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	Development Description:
	Listed Building Consent for the interior refurbishment of the ground floor of the north and east ranges of the Shireburn Quad into an improved school health centre. Accommodation will consist of a GP room, a treatment room, waiting area, three isolation rooms, two ward rooms, three staff beds, a staff lounge, staff bathroom and staff kitchen, three stores, sluice, an office room and WC.

	Site Address/Location:
	Stonyhurst College Avenue Road Hurst Green BB7 9PZ

	

	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Parish/Town Council

	No comments received.

	

	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Highways/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Historic England:
	

	Do not wish to offer any comments. Suggest seeking views of the RVBC specialist conservation adviser.

Historic amenity societies:
Consulted, no representations received.

LCC Archaeology:
Consulted, no representations received.


	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Additional Representations.

	None received.

	

	RELEVANT POLICIES:

	Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. ‘Preservation’ in the duties at sections 16 and 66 of the Act means “doing no harm to” (South Lakeland DC v. Secretary of State for the Environment [1992]).

Ribble Valley Core Strategy:
Key Statement EN5 – Heritage Assets
Policy DMG1 – General Considerations 
Policy DME4 – Protecting Heritage Assets

NPPF
NPPG


	Relevant Planning History:
3/2017/1148 - Certificate of Lawfulness to repair and replace certain windows in Shireburn Quad. Approved 1 February 2018.

3/2005/0242 – Conversion and refurbishment of the ground, first and second floors including “Bridge of Sighs” to provide living accommodation for both staff and borders, including new sanitary accommodation and associated ancillary areas. LBC granted 3 August/2005.

3/2000/0031 – Conversion and refurb of ground, 1st and 2nd floors including 'Bridge of Sighs' to provide living accommodation for staff and boarders including new sanitary accomm & assoc. ancillary areas. LBC granted 13/4/2000.

3/1997/0484 – Conversion of the Bursary to accommodate the Infirmary. LBC granted 14/7/1997.

3/1991/0441 – New window opening and providing new window to match existing in building No.29. LBC granted 17/12/1991.

3/1986/0266 - Internal alterations, improvements to fire escape and landscape Kitchen Quadrangle. LBC granted 16/6/1986. 

	

	ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT:

	Site Description and Surrounding Area:

The ‘Shireburn Quadrangle, Ambulacrum and former Laboratories’ is Grade II listed. The list description identifies:

“SHIREBURN QUADRANGLE: NORTH RANGE, 1699 for Sir Nicholas Shireburn, extended to west c1860 in similar style, altered to north-east corner c1922. EAST RANGE c1700, extended to south c1810 for Jesuits. KITCHEN BLOCK 1862. AMBULACRUM: 1849-52, by J.A. Hansom. ART DEPARTMENT: c1861”.

The submitted Heritage Statement identifies:

“As described in the CMP, the Shireburn Quad is a complex area constructed primarily for services to support the house and later the college, and presently adapted for teaching and staff areas. The 1699 and 1701 blocks have high significance as examples of Jacobean ancillary ranges, but this significance is largely limited to the external elevations, and surviving roof and floor structures. The interiors have been remodelled several times and now have low significance” (page 9).

The site is within the setting of other College listed buildings including the immediate setting of ‘Old Quadrangle’ (Grade I) and ‘South Front, Boys' Chapel and Shirk’ (Grade II*). The site is a principle building of the Stonyhurst College historic Park and garden (Grade II*). 

	Proposed Development for which consent is sought:
The proposed interior refurbishment largely relates to non-historic fabric and the removal of modern wall divisions and ceilings. See 3.5 Scope of Work in Heritage Statement. The proposals include the insertion of new en-suite bathroom pods. The associated infrastructure will require minor ‘coring’ of some internal walls to enable the distribution of drainage and hot and cold water. New ceilings and new stud partitions interfacing with existing walls are proposed. 

A canopy, sign and insertion of vision panel into existing door is proposed at the entrance to the Health Centre. 

Existing modern obscure glazing to windows is proposed to be removed.

	Impact upon the special architectural and historic interest of the listed building and the setting of listed buildings:

Not all of the area subject to works is part of the listed building (extent recently defined in review of listings; this includes area of proposed new openings in walling). The submitted information identifies that “minimal historic features remain internally within the application area due to successive phases of extensive remodelling”. 

The submitted information also includes mitigation for any historic fabric encountered:
 
“checks will be made on partitions of the north range before works commence to verify their date and check for surviving 16th Century fabric” (Design and Access Statement);

 “The general design approach is to retain the historic fabric (windows, stone walls, timber floor structure above etc) and any remaining historic features to prevent the further loss of these features. The proposals will therefore retain any discovered remaining original coving, ceiling roses and fireplace etc. Any such features will be protected and retained as part of the proposals for their aesthetic and evidential value should the new function need to be reversed in the future” (Heritage Statement 3.8);

“The proposals include the removal of some existing doors. This is to suit the layouts and generally avoid the need to create new openings in the internal historic stone walls. These doors are generally modern in nature but any found to be original will be stored by the College for possible future restoration. Historic frames and architraves will be retained in situ for evidential value” (Heritage Statement 3.8).

The proposed alterations to the Health Centre entrance and window glazing changes are acceptable.

The coring of walls for services (impact on fabric), subdivision of some rooms including new ceilings (affecting spatial character) and removal of historic doors is harmful (‘less than substantial harm’; NPPF paragraph 202). However, modern refurbishments have already compromised historic spaces, the loss of fabric in installing services is expected to be the minimum necessary (condition suggested) and the Heritage Statement identifies that original doors will be stored by the College for possible future restoration. The public benefit of ensuring this very important complex of historic buildings is kept in use  and contractor employment outweighs the harm to the special architectural and historic interest of the listed building and the setting of listed buildings.

There is no impact to the character of the historic park and garden.


	Observations/Consideration of Matters Raised/Conclusion:
Therefore, in giving considerable importance and weight to the duties at section 16 and 66 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and in consideration to NPPF, NPPG and Key Statement EN5 and Policies DME4 and DMG1 of the Ribble Valley Core Strategy it is recommended that listed building consent be approved subject to condition.


	RECOMMENDATION:
	That listed building consent be granted subject to condition.
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