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	Development Description:
	Replacement of existing freestanding timber canopy with new larger freestanding steel canopy with polycarbonate sheets to early years classroom external area.

	Site Address/Location:
	Alston Lane Catholic Primary School, Preston Road, Longridge. PR3 3BJ 

	

	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Parish/Town Council

	Longridge Town Council have no objections.

	

	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Highways/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	Cadent Gas: No objections.

	

	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Additional Representations.

	None

	

	RELEVANT POLICIES AND SITE PLANNING HISTORY:

	Ribble Valley Core Strategy:

Key Statement DS1 - Development Strategy 
Key Statement DS2 - Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development
Key Statement EN5 – Heritage Assets
Policy DMG1 – General Considerations 
Policy DMG2 – Strategic Considerations 
Policy DME4 - Protecting Heritage Assets

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)


	Relevant Planning History:

No recent planning history relevant to the determination of the application.

	

	ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT:

	Site Description and Surrounding Area

The proposal relates to a primary school in Longridge. The proposed steel canopy would replace an existing timber canopy which is currently situated within the external area of the school’s early years classroom. The school is situated directly adjacent to Our Lady & St. Michaels Catholic Church which is a Grade II Listed Building. The surrounding area is largely rural with the proposal site situated approximately 2 km from Longridge town centre.


	Proposed Development for which consent is sought:

Consent is sought for the erection of a steel canopy to replace an existing timber canopy. 

	Principle of development:

The proposal site is located outside of any defined settlement area. Policy DMG2 of the Ribble Valley Core Strategy states that proposals for development outside the defined settlement areas can be considered as justifiable when the development is for ‘small-scale uses appropriate to a rural area where a local need or benefit can be demonstrated.’

The proposed canopy would serve as a shelter for an outdoor recreation area which forms part of the school’s early years classroom. The proposed shelter would cover a slightly larger ground floor area than the existing timber canopy and would incorporate polycarbonate panels on its side elevations both of which would provide increased shelter to the school’s staff and pupils from the outdoor elements. Accordingly, the proposal is deemed to accord with the requirements of the above policy.


	Residential Amenity:

The proposed canopy would serve a small existing outdoor recreation area within the grounds of the school which is not situated near any residential properties therefore it is not considered that the proposed development would have any undue impact upon residential amenity. 


	Visual Amenity:

The proposed canopy would be sited on the same footprint as the existing canopy and would be similar to the existing structure in terms of height and width and would therefore not appear over dominant. The canopy would be sited to the side of the school where it would not be publicly visible therefore the visual impact of the proposal would be negligible. Information regarding the frame colour of the proposed canopy has not been provided however the visual impact of the proposal is considered acceptable on the basis of the canopy frame colour matching the colour scheme of the school premises. As such, it is not considered that the proposal would have any undue impact upon the visual amenities of the immediate or wider area.


	Ecology:

No ecological constraints were identified in relation to the proposal.


	Heritage:

The proposal site is situated directly adjacent to Our Lady & St. Michaels Catholic Church which is a Grade II listed building however the canopy would be set back and off to the side from the Church’s rear elevation approximately 30 metres away where it would be partially screened behind vegetation therefore it is not considered that the proposal would detract from the historic character of the heritage asset.

	Observations/Consideration of Matters Raised/Conclusion:

The proposal does not raise any concerns in relation to residential amenity, nor is it considered that its presence would have any undue impact upon the visual amenities of the area or upon the adjacent heritage asset. 

Furthermore, the proposed canopy would enhance an existing outdoor area through providing an improved sheltered space for the school’s staff and pupils.

It is for the above reasons and having regard to all material considerations and matters raised that the application is recommended for approval.


	RECOMMENDATION:
	In consideration of due weight of section 16, 66 and 72 (where relevant) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and in consideration to NPPF (2021) it is recommended that planning permission be granted.
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