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	DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT: 
	APPROVAL

		

	Development Description:
	Regularisation of domestic air source heat pump to the ground floor side elevation.

	Site Address/Location:
	8 Back Lane Rimington, BB7 4EL

		

	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Parish/Town Council

	Rimington and Middop Parish Council consulted on 18/8/22 – no response.

	

	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Highways/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	None.

	

	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Additional Representations.

	One objection has been received in relation to the proposal which is summarised as:

· Impact of the proposal upon residential amenity

· Impact of the proposal upon visual amenity

The objection received also makes reference to non-planning issues with regards to the proposal not being compliant with current building regulations.


	

	RELEVANT POLICIES AND SITE PLANNING HISTORY:

	Ribble Valley Core Strategy:

Key Statement DS1 – Development Strategy
Key Statement DS2 – Sustainable Development
Key Statement EN3 - Sustainable Development And Climate Change
Policy DMG1 – General Considerations
Policy DMG2 – Strategic Considerations
Policy DME5 – Renewable Energy

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)


	Relevant Planning History:

3/2021/0642:
Proposed replacement porch and rendering of front (north-west) elevation of the existing house (Approved)

3/2020/0708:
Proposed two storey extension to rear including an extension of the flat-roof, single-storey garage. Single storey extension to side. Resubmission of application 3/2019/0777 (Approved)

3/2019/1070:
Proposed two storey extensions to rear 3m deep (Permission Not Required)

3/2019/0777: 
Proposed two storey extensions to rear and front and a single storey side extension (Refused – dismissed on appeal)


	

	ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT:

	Site Description and Surrounding Area:

The application relates to a semi-detached property in Rimington. The property consists of stone with render, concrete roof tiles and timber windows. The property is situated amongst a cluster of similar looking properties located off a quiet country lane with a large area of open countryside to the periphery.


	Principle of development:

Policy DME5 of the Ribble Valley Core Strategy states:

‘The Borough Council will support the development of renewable energy schemes, providing it can be shown that such developments would not cause unacceptable harm to the local environment or local amenity…it is important that renewable energy is facilitated in a way that protects the quality of the local area yet recognises the need to support climate change adaption’.

In this instance the proposed works relate to a small scale domestic renewable energy proposal. Domestic air source heat pumps can be installed under Permitted Development subject to limitations with regards to siting and cubic volume. In this instance, the existing air source heat pump exceeds these limitations and as such requires planning consent from a technical perspective. Accordingly, the proposed development is considered to be acceptable in principle subject to an assessment of additional material planning considerations.


	Proposed Development for which consent is sought:

Consent is sought for the regularisation of a domestic air source heat pump.


	Impact Upon Residential Amenity:

The air source heat pump is sited well below the common boundary fence shared with No. 10 Back Lane and emits a low level of audible noise when operational therefore it is not considered that retention of the unauthorised development would be harmful to the amenity of any neighbouring residents.
 

	Visual Amenity:

The unauthorised equipment is modest in terms of its sidewards projection, height and overall massing and as such is a small scale addition to the property. The air source heat pump is adjoined to the North-eastern side elevation of the application property which is not viewable within the public realm therefore the unauthorised development carries a negligible visual impact. As such, it is not considered that retention of the unauthorised works would be harmful to the character of the host property or visual amenities of the area.


	Ecology:

No ecological constraints were identified in relation to the proposal.


	Observations/Consideration of Matters Raised/Conclusion:

It is not considered that the proposal would be harmful to the amenity of any neighbouring residents, nor is it considered that the proposal would be harmful to the character of the host property or visual amenities of the area. 

Moreover, retention of the unauthorised equipment would be in accordance with the aims and objectives of Policy DME5 of the Ribble Valley Core Strategy. 

As such and for the above reasons, having regard to all material considerations and matters raised, that the application is recommended for approval.


	RECOMMENDATION:
	That planning consent be granted subject to the imposition of conditions.
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