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	Date Inspected:
	03/09/24
	Site Notice:
	N/A
	

	Officer:
	LW
	

	DELEGATED ITEM FILE REPORT: 
	APPROVAL

		

	Development Description:
	Proposed installation of air source heat pump to rear. 

	Site Address/Location:
	9 New Row Cottages, Knowle Green, PR3 2YS

		

	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Parish/Town Council

	No comments received in respect to the proposed development. 

	

	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Highways/Water Authority/Other Bodies

	LCC Highways:
	N/A

	RVBC Environmental Health:
	No objection. 

	

	CONSULTATIONS: 
	Additional Representations.

	No representations received. 

	

	RELEVANT POLICIES AND SITE PLANNING HISTORY:

	Ribble Valley Core Strategy:

Key Statement DS1:	Development Strategy
Key Statement DS2: 	Sustainable Development
Key Statement EN2:	Landscape
Key Statement EN3:	Sustainable Development and Climate Change

Policy DMG1:	General Considerations
Policy DMG2:	Strategic Considerations
Policy DME5:	Renewable Energy

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)


	Relevant Planning History:

3/2006/0122: Store to rear of property (Approved). 


	

	ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT:

	Site Description and Surrounding Area:

The application relates to a two-storey mid-terraced property at no.9 New Row Cottages, situated approximately 3.5km east of the defined settlement are of Longridge and within the Forest of Bowland National Landscape. 


	Proposed Development for which consent is sought:

Consent is sought for the installation of a Castletown Global Energy Systems air source heat pump to the rear of the application property. The proposed addition would measure 1.15m in width, 0.75m in height and 0.37m in depth. 


	Principle of Development:

Policy DME5 of the Ribble Valley Core Strategy states: 

‘The Borough Council will support the development of renewable energy schemes, providing it can be shown that such developments would not cause unacceptable harm to the local environment or local amenity… it is important that renewable energy is facilitated in a way that protects the quality of the local area yet recognises the need to support climate change adaption’. 

The proposed works relate to a small scale domestic renewable energy proposal. Domestic air source heat pumps can be installed under permitted development subject to limitations with regards to siting and cubic volume. Accordingly, the proposed development is acceptable in principle subject to an assessment of the material planning considerations. 

The site is also situated within the National Landscape, and therefore additional considerations will also be given to the impact of the proposed development upon the visual amenities of the surrounding landscape. 


	Impact Upon Residential Amenity:

The proposed air source heat pump would be situated within close approximately to the adjacent properties at no.8 New Row Cottages and no.10 New Row Cottages. Despite this, the proposed installation would emit a low level of audible noise when operational. As such, the resultant noise levels would be considered acceptable at the nearest residential receptor and therefore the proposal would not result in any significant detrimental impact upon the residential amenity of any neighbouring properties, as confirmed by the Council’s Environmental Health Team who raise no objection. 
 

	Visual Amenity/External Appearance:

The application site lies within the National Landscape. With regards to development within the National Landscape, Key Statement EN2 of the Ribble Valley Core Strategy states that ‘the Council will expect development to be in keeping with the character of the landscape, reflecting local distinctiveness, vernacular style, scale, style, features and building materials.’ 

The proposed air source heat pump would be installed to the rear of the application property and therefore would not be afforded a high level of visibility from the adjacent public realm, being screened from view by the application dwelling and adjoined terraced properties. 

As such, given the adequate level of visual screening currently in place at the site and the relatively small scale of the development proposed, it is not anticipated that the proposal would result in any significant adverse impact upon the existing visual amenities of the application property or surrounding National Landscape.


	Highways and Parking:

No highways issues have been identified in relation to the proposal. 


	Landscape/Ecology:

No ecological constraints have been identified in relation to the proposed development. 


	Observations/Consideration of Matters Raised/Conclusion:

As such, for the above reasons and having regard to all material considerations and matters raised, the application is recommended for approval.


	RECOMMENDATION:
	That planning consent be granted subject to the imposition of conditions.
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