
APPENDIX 2!!
POLICY DMH4!!
POLICY DMH4: THE CONVERSION OF BARNS AND OTHER BUILDINGS TO 
DWELLINGS	



10.21 PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED FOR THE 
CONVERSION OF BUILDINGS TO DWELLINGS WHERE	



 1. THE BUILDING IS NOT ISOLATED IN THE LANDSCAPE, I.E. IT IS      
WITHIN A DEFINED SETTLEMENT OR  
FORMS PART OF AN ALREADY GROUP OF BUILDINGS, AND  

 2. THERE NEED BE NO UNNECESSARY EXPENDITURE BY PUBLIC      
AUTHORITIES AND UTILITIES ON THE PROVISION OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE, AND  

 3. THERE WOULD BE NO MATERIALLY DAMAGING EFFECT ON THE      
LANDSCAPE QUALITIES OF THE AREA OR HARM TO NATURE 
CONSERVATIONS INTERESTS, AND  

 4. THERE WOULD BE NO DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE RURAL      
ECONOMY, AND  

 5. THE PROPOSALS ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE CONSERVATION      
OF THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF THE AREA.  

 6. THAT ANY EXISTING NATURE CONSERVATION ASPECTS OF THE      
EXISTING STRUCTURE ARE PROPERLY SURVEYED AND WHERE 
JUDGED TO BE SIGNIFICANT PRESERVED OR, IF THIS IS NOT 
POSSIBLE, THEN ANY LOSS ADEQUATELY MITIGATED.  

THE BUILDING TO BE CONVERTED MUST:	



1. BE STRUCTURALLY SOUND AND CAPABLE OF CONVERSION FOR 
THE PROPOSED USE WITHOUT THE NEED FOR EXTENSIVE BUILDING 
OR MAJOR ALTERNATION, WHICH WOULD ADVERSELY AFFECT THE 
CHARACTER OR APPEARANCE OF THE BUILDING. THE COUNCIL WILL 
REQUIRE A STRUCTURAL SURVEY TO BE SUBMITTED WITH ALL 



PLANNING APPLICATION OF THIS NATURE. THIS SHOULD INCLUDE 
PLANS OF ANY REBUILDING THAT IS PROPOSED;	



2. BE OF A SUFFICIENT SIZE TO PROVIDE NECESSARY LIVING 
ACCOMMODATION WITHOUT THE NEED FOR FURTHER EXTENSIONS 
WHICH WOULD HARM THE CHARACTER OR APPEARANCE OF HE 
BUILDING, AND  

3. THE CHARACTER OF THE BUILDING AND ITS MATERIALS ARE 
APPROPRIATE TO ITS SURROUNDINGS AND THE BUILDING AND ITS 
MATERIALS ARE WORTHY OF RETENTION BECAUSE OF ITS INTRINSIC 
INTEREST OR POTENTIAL OR ITS CONTRIBUTION TO ITS SETTING, 
AND  

4. THE BUILDING HAS A GENUINE HISTORY OF USE FOR 
AGRICULTURE OR ANOTHER RURAL ENTERPRISE.  

The re-use of existing rural buildings provides an important opportunity to 
preserve buildings that contribute to the areas character and setting, can 
usefully provide a housing resource and promote sustainability. It is important 
however in an area such as Ribble Valley that this is carefully managed 
through the development management process and that clear guidance is 
offered.	



The conversion of buildings should be of a high standard and in keeping with 
local tradition. The impact of the development, including the creation of 
garden area and car parking facilities (or other additions) should not harm the 
appearance or function of the area in which it is situated. Access to the site 
should be to a safe standard and be capable of being improved to a safe 
standard without harming the appearance of the area.	



!


