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1.0 Introduction

This Design and Access Statement has been  
prepared on behalf of Commercial Estates Group 
(CEG) in accordance with CABE Guidelines, 
and in support of an outline application 
for development of 14.6 Ha of land to the 
east of Clitheroe Road (otherwise known as 
‘Lawsonsteads’) in Whalley. A red line boundary 
and site plan is provided within Figure 1 and 2. 

This report has been prepared by Planit-ie  with 
input from Indigo Planning and the environmental 
consultant team.

The content of this report complies with the 
‘Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) Order 2010 (Article 8), 
which requires design and access statements 
to accompany most planning applications, 
Circular 01/2006 Guidance on changes to the 
development control system and CABE: Design 
and Access Statements- How to write, read and 
use them (2006).

The intention is to create a new residential 
development that respects its context (the existing 
site features, heritage buildings, landscape 
character and wider landscape setting). The 
scheme proposes: -

A maximum of 260 new build residential units;•	
A new primary school.•	
A new vehicular link between Clitheroe Road •	
and the A671;
New areas of open space;•	
Access, car parking and ancillary landscaping.•	

Scope and Purpose

The purpose of this document is to analyse the 
site in the context of Whalley and consider how 
the proposal will relate in terms of the proposed 

mix of uses and quantum of development. 

The purpose of the analysis is to ensure that any 
future development responds to local character 
and planning guidance.

It draws on the salient points from analysis, at a 
strategic and site scale, highlighting the strategic 
physical constraints and opportunities for future 
development. 

This document outlines the vision and design 
intentions for the development of the site, and 
explains the design philosophy for the proposals.

The application includes a Parameters Plan which 
sets out how different land uses will be located 
on the site, the amount of development and 
maximum heights. It describes the elements for 
which Planning Permission is sought.

An Illustrative Masterplan is provided for 
information only. It describes how the site might 
be laid out in accordance with the parameters 
plan, applying the design principles identified in 
this Statement. This illustrative plan is intended 
to demonstrate that it is possible to achieve 
the densities and quantum of development 
envisaged, and to express the type and character 
of development envisaged for the site.

This application is submitted in outline with all 
matters reserved for future consideration except 
access. Any layouts and representations of the 
final scheme are therefore only illustrative but set 
out what is envisaged for the development based 
on the set of parameters.
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2.0 Physical Analysis

This section examines the context of the site from 
a sub-regional to local level.  This will help to 
inform  the design proposals, and ensure that the 
new development respects important contextual 
considerations.

2.1 The Sub-Regional 
Context
Figure 3 indicates that Whalley is located in the 
Ribble Valley, between Clitheroe, Blackburn and 
Burnley.

The location of Whalley on the train line,
between Clitheroe and Blackburn, provides
links to Preston, Manchester, and sets
Whalley as a good sustainable location to
accommodate further growth.

The main settlements in the Borough
are defined in the local plan as Clitheroe,
Longridge, Whalley, Wilpshire and Billington
with Whalley representing the third largest
settlement.
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Whalley sits on the banks of the River Calder 
at the heart of the Ribble Valley and is one of 
Lancashire’s most attractive and fascinating 
areas. It has a range of supporting services, 
facilities and community infrastructure.
Whalley is central to a cluster of smaller local 
settlements including Barrow, Wiswell, and
Billington. 

Figure 4 indicates the hierarchical importance 
of Whalley in the context of surrounding village 
clusters.

Whalley 

Other adjacent 
villages 
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National Landscape Character

Whalley lies on the fringes of two National 
Character Areas, as defined by The Character 
of England Landscape, Wildlife and Cultural 
Features Map produced in 2005 by Natural 
England with support from English Heritage 
(updated from The Countryside Character Map of 
England, Countryside Commission, 1996). 

Whalley lies on the northern edge of Character 
Area 35: Lancashire Valleys.  The area extends 
from Chorley in the south-west, to Skipton in the 
north-east, and incorporates the conurbations of 
Blackburn and Burnley. The Area is defined by the 
following key characteristics: -

The broad valley of the river Calder and •	
its tributaries running northeast/southwest 
between natural backdrops of Pendle Hill and 
the Southern Pennines.

Intensely urban character derived from main •	
towns of Blackburn, Accrington and Burnley 
which have developed rapidly since the 
industrial revolution.

A strong industrial heritage, associated •	
with cotton weaving and textile industries. 
Redundant or underutilised mill buildings, mill 
lodges and ponds.

Profusion of communication routes along •	
the valley bottom including the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal, the Preston-Colne rail link and 
M65 motorway.

Victorian stone buildings well-integrated into •	
the landscape.

Numerous large country houses with •	
associated parklands particularly on northern 
valley sides away from major urban areas.

Remnants of agricultural land fragmented by •	
industry and scattered development.

Field boundaries, regular to the west and •	
irregular to the east are degraded around 
the urban areas, formed of hedges with few 
hedgerow trees and, at higher

      elevations, of stone walls and post and wire     
      fences.

Small woodlands are limited to cloughs on •	
valley sides.

To the immediate north of Whalley lies Character 
Area 33: Bowland Fringe and Pendle Hill.  The 
Area is extensive, extending from Whalley in 
the south to Kirby Lonsdale in the north but is 
interrupted by the Bowland Fells, which occupy 
higher ground to the north of Whalley.

2.3 Landscape Character

Fig. 5

Key characteristics of the Character area are 
shown in Figure 5, and include:-

Undulating rolling landscape with local •	
variation created by both the numerous river 
valleys and the outlying upland features of 
Beacon Fell, Longridge Fell and Pendle Hill.

Meandering and commonly tree-fringed rivers •	
with oxbow lakes form prominent features 
within the predominantly pastoral landscape.

Predominantly Grade 3 agricultural land •	
supporting permanent pasture, mostly 
improved, for dairy and livestock farming.

Intensively managed landscape, with lush hay •	
meadows in small- to medium-scale fields 
defined by well-maintained hedgerows with 
mature hedgerow trees. Some rough grazing 
at higher elevations.

Extensive semi-natural woodland, much of •	
which is ancient, on both main valley bottoms, 
side valleys and ridges.

Numerous water courses and bodies including •	
the rivers Ribble, Hodder, Calder, Wyre.

Small villages, hamlets and scattered •	
farmsteads, mostly in local stone, are well 
integrated into the landscape and connected 
by a network of winding hedge-lined country 
lanes.

Bowland Fells provide a dramatic backdrop to •	
the east and north.
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Regional Landscape Character

A Landscape Strategy for Lancashire, Lancashire 
County Council, December 2000.

The Landscape Strategy consists of two 
documents: -

Landscape Character Assessment (to provide •	
an objective description and classification of 
the Lancashire landscape), and

The Strategy (which provides evaluation •	
and guidance based upon the Landscape 
Character Assessment).

The document was prepared as Supplementary 
Planning Guidance to the former Joint
Lancashire Structure Plan and its contents have 
been carried forward into the
Joint Lancashire Structure Plan, Adopted 
Supplementary Planning Guidance,
Landscape and Heritage (July 2006) document. 
This document no longer forms part of the 
statutory development plan,  however the 
character areas defined in this document are still 
relevant and applicable to the area.

Within the Landscape Character Assessment 
the Site falls within Landscape Character Type 
5: Undulating Lowland Farmland and within this 
Landscape Type, is broken down further into 
Landscape Character Area 5E: Lower Ribblesdale 
(Clitheroe to Gisburn). The landscape character 
description for this Landscape Character Type is: -

Generally below 150m, the Undulating •	
Lowland Farmland lies between the major 
valleys and the moorland fringes; 

The underlying geology is largely masked •	
by heavy boulder clays and hedgerows 
predominate over stone walls; 
This lowland landscape is traversed by deeply •	
incised, wooded cloughs and gorges;
There are also many mixed farm woodlands, •	
copses and hedgerow trees, creating an 
impression of a well wooded landscape from 
ground level and a patchwork of wood and 
pasture from raised viewpoints on the fells; 
Some of the most picturesque stone villages •	
of the county occur within this well settled 
landscape type;
The area also has many country houses whose •	
boundary walls and designed landscapes 
add to the species diversity and visual appeal; 
There is a high density of farms and scattered 
cottages outside the clustered settlements, 
linked by a network of minor roads.

The Landscape Character Area description for 
Area 5E: Lower Ribblesdale Clitheroe to Gisburn 
is as follows: -

This area forms the southern valley side of the •	
Ribble, between Copster Green and Gisburn, 
on the lowland fringes of Pendle Hill. It is a 
particularly well settled area and provides a 
corridor for communication routes along the 
Ribble Valley.

The A59(T) runs the length of the area, linking the 
settlements of Copster Green, Whalley, Clitheroe, 
Chatburn and Gisburn. The railway links the valley 
to Blackburn and Yorkshire. This communication 
structure has encouraged built development and 
industry.

The Landscape Strategy Document identifies the 
following as ‘Key Environmental Features’ for this 
Landscape Character Type: -

Wooded river corridors and gorges;•	
Hedgerows and hedgerow trees;•	
Small mixed woodlands;•	
Historic villages, stone bridges and stone •	
walls;
Limestone outcrops and knoll;•	
Roman remains and roads;•	
Historic drove roads;•	
Country houses and estates;•	

The document includes the following key 
landscape strategy principles for Undulating 
Lowland Farmland’: -

Retain the characteristic pattern of river •	
corridor and valley side woodlands;
Conserve the distinctive rural hedgerow •	
network;
Conserve the lowland herb-rich hay meadows •	
and unimproved neutral grasslands;
Conserve the limestone reef knolls typical of •	
the Ribble Valley;
Conserve rural built features such as stone •	
bridges, historic villages and stone walls;
Conserve the Roman history and industrial •	
archaeology of the area;
Conserve country houses and parkland as •	
features of the landscape;

Conserve the distinctive settings to rural •	
settlements; 
Ensure new development on the edges of •	
villages reflects the characteristic clustered 
form; development should be sited to retain 
views to landscape features and landmarks, 
such as church towers on the approaches to 
villages;
Encourage tree planting as an integral part •	
of new development, creating links with 
existing farm woodlands and the network of 
hedgerows;
Enhance the wooded character of the lowland •	
landscape; 
·Promote the planting of new woodland to link •	
existing woods and hedgerows, arising from a 
continuous network of trees, hedgerows and 
woods where this does not conflict with other 
habitats of biodiversity significance.

The document states that ribbon development, 
which would disrupt the characteristic clustered 
form of settlements and the rural character of local 
road, should be avoided.

2.3 Landscape Character
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An important part of understanding the DNA of 
Whalley is to establish the Townscape Character 
Areas defined by variety of townscape elements, 
including: -

Historical Development;•	
Urban Structure/density/scale;•	
Land Use;•	
Open Space;•	
Landscape/Topography/Views;•	
Movement;•	
Visual appearance/Townscape character.•	

The study  area comprises of 21 character areas 
(as shown on Figure 6).

The following pages define the key characteristics 
of each area, and provide more detailed 
townscape studies of the areas immediately 
surrounding the site.

8 Design and Access Statement  

Fig. 6 - Character Areas Plan

2.4 Character Areas
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Brooke’s Lane

Very relevant to the site context given its •	
adjacency to the site.

Predominantly pre 1919 (late 19th century)  •	
semi/detached housing and pre war.

The buildings become more agricultural in •	
character towards the open countryside.

Views that are hidden and then revealed •	
again are created by the narrow and winding 
lanes running at right angles to Clitheroe 
Road.

Key characteristics include: -

Wiswell Lane

Relevant to the site context given its •	
proximity and the  character transition from 
rural to urban. Predominantly pre 1919 (late 
19th century) semi/detached housing and 
post war - large detached.

Series of narrow lanes run off on at right •	
angles to Wiswell Lane (which is itself rural 
in character), set with large amounts of open 
space.

Larger, low density, good quality housing, •	
set within generous garden plots and mature 
planting.

Some larger, non residential, buildings •	
knit into the landscape, providing a rural 
character.

King Street

Relevant to the site in terms of proximity and •	
connection.

Historic high street and natural centre to the •	
settlement.

18th/19th century mix of good quality •	
buildings.

Traditional materials with a good sense •	
of enclosure, and a fine grain mix of 
commercial uses  and facilities.

Defined nodal points along the high street.•	

Clitheroe Road

Very relevant to the site context given its •	
adjacency. 

Good quality pre 1919 terraced and 1920-•	
30’s semi/detached housing set within 
generous mature planting.

Fine urban grain loosening away from the •	
town.

Varying building line.•	

Wiswell Lane - rural in character

Narrow Lanes set within open space

Traditional buildings 

Narrow lanes, with revealed views of open 
countryside

Rural character

Rural character

Character change along Clitheroe Road

Tighter enclosure towards the town

Large detached properties located on The 
Grange with tree lined streets and wide grass 
verges
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Limefield Avenue 

No real relevance to the site.•	

1920-30’s garden suburb style detached •	
and semi/detached housing set within 
generous mature planting.

Hayhurst road

Relevant to the site only in terms of visual •	
connection.

Mix of inter war semi/detached housing and •	
poor quality modern infill.

The Sands/The Abbey

Relevant to the site in terms of potential 
materials, rhythms and proportions.

Historic core - 18th/19th Century and pre war •	
mix of good quality buildings.

Traditional materials and generous open •	
space /river bank landscape character.

Church Lane

Relevant to the site in terms of potential •	
materials, rhythms and proportions, which 
can help create a contextual design.

Historic core - 18th/19th century mix of good •	
quality buildings, traditional materials and 
generous open space .

Buildings define an urban space, but the •	
spatial quality is reduced by the impact of 
the highway.

Manor Road

Relevant to the site in terms of potential •	
issues associated with modern 
interpretation. Close proximity to the 
southern portion of the site.

Poor quality modern  housing - standard •	
townscape.

Buildings fail to accurately reflect vernacular, •	
and set within a standard housing 
environment.

There are other community uses located •	
at the edge of the character area, but do 
integrate withe the residential layout, in terms  
of townscape.

Princess Street

Relevant to the site in terms of its •	
relationship to open space, urban form, 
potential materials, rhythms and proportions, 
which can help create a contextual design. 
Use of modern interpretation of vernacular.

Mix of good quality pre -1919 terraced, poor •	
quality post war semi detached, and modern 
(infill) housing based on local vernacular.

Church grave yard, traditional 
buildings define a space

Terraced row, tight lane and views out to open 
countryside

Poor Quality

Victorian terrace row on Sydney Street

Mix of traditional house types - green 
space runs parallel to the road

Langworth Road

Poor quality modern, standard housing •	
layout within sloping topography.
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Abbey Fields 

No real relevance to the site. •	

Modern suburban standard housing estate - •	
poor quality.

Abbey Road 

No real relevance to the site. •	

Mix of modern and pre 1919 semi detached.•	

Station Road 

No real relevance to the site. •	

Mix of good quality pre 1919 and semi •	
detached post war, as well as poor quality 
modern.

Green Park 

No real relevance to the site. •	

Poor quality 1960’s housing - cul-de-sac •	
layout lacking character.

Woodland Drive 

Directly adjacent to the southern portion of •	
the site. Eastern edge of this area shares a 
boundary with the site.   

Mix of good quality pre war suburban •	
housing and poor quality, standard, modern 
housing. Not of particular relevance in terms 
of quality townscape.

Sydney Avenue 

Close proximity to the southern portion of the •	
site, however not of particular relevance in 
terms of quality townscape.

Mix of average quality pre war suburban •	
housing and poor quality, standard, modern 
housing.

Riddings Lane

No real relevance to the site. •	
 

Poor quality 1960’s layout with confusion •	
between public and private open space.

Whalley/Old Road

Only relevance to the site in terms of distant •	
visual connection, and sloping levels.

 
Good quality pre 1919 terraced/cottages.•	

Section Summary 

This study identifies the areas of townscape value, which will be considered in more detail within 
section 2.11. 
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Whalley emerged as early as the 600’s and has 
gradually expanded.

The historic maps outlined in Figures 8-13 show 
the growth started adjacent to the river, and has 
gradually spread north and west over time. With 
some easterly linear growth around Woodlands 
Drive. 

Whalley Abbey and Church are located within this 
original historic core. The Council’s Townscape 
Appraisal map (Figure 7) indicates the extent 
of the historic conservation area, which has 
extended towards Brooke’s Lane, located 
adjacent to the site. In addition, the plan identifies 
listed buildings and buildings of Townscape Merit.

Whalley has grown continuously and will continue 
to grow.

The proposed development will allow for 
controlled and planned growth in the short to 
medium term; this will help to underpin planned 
improvements in services and enable people 
to come and live in the settlement that currently 
cannot afford to. This will make it a viable centre 
for the long term and support the sustainability of 
the area.

Whalley is historically significant and has four 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments in close proximity 
to the centre of the town; three of these are 
outlined in Figure 13, the fourth sits outside of 
the figure. Please refer to the Heritage Appraisal 
and Historic Environment Assessment for more 
information.

2.5 Historical Development
Fig 7.
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Scheduled Ancient
Monument

Figure 8. 1848 Map

Figure 13.

Above: View from Clitheroe Road towards Wiswell

Above:. View of Whalley Abbey

Figure 9. 1892 Map Figure 10. 1932 Map Figure 11. 1955 Map Figure 12. 1975 Map

Fig 7.
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The expansion of the settlement boundary is 
defined also by the transport infrastructure of
Whalley, sandwiched between the railway to the 
west and the A671 to the east.

These physical barriers together with the 
topography of the land and visual constraints act 
as defensible barriers to further expansion into the 
countryside and coalescence with neighbouring 
Settlements.

There is therefore scope for the settlement 
boundary to be revised to include this site whilst 
ensuring development remains within the wider 
physical boundaries and maintains
Whalley’s existing town character. Figure 14 
indicates the overall urban structure and grain of 
Whalley. The diagram indicates that the site lies 
at the cusp of more historic, tight urban grain 
associated with the conservation area, and  larger 
dwellings and buildings associated with the semi 
rural edge of the settlement.

Of particular relevance to the site, is the finer grain 
and narrow streets associated with Brooke’s Lane 
and the back lanes, which provide access to the 
rear of the urban blocks.

The diagram also indicates the structural 
characteristics associated with later 20th century 
growth including standard suburban housing 
estate layouts around Hayhurst Road.

Generally, there are higher densities of around 30-
35 dph exist around the historic core, and lower 
densities of around 10-20 dph exists to the north, 
around Wiswell Lane.

It should be noted that these are very general 
zones, and within these zones is a great deal of 
variation.

In terns of scale and massing, the majority of the 
existing urban area is two storey, however some 
of these older properties and so are larger in 
terms of scale and mass than many new houses.  
There are also examples of 3 storey buildings 
punctuating the skyline, which helps emphasise 
key uses and facilities. 

The site forms a gap in the urban structure of 
Whalley, providing an infill between two salient 
developments:

Around the college at Wiswell Lane, to the •	
north; and

Modern development tp the east of the historic •	
town centre, to the south.

2.6 Urban Structure, Density 
and Scale

Figure 14
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Whalley is identified as a Key Service Centre 
in the Local Development Framework. It has a 
range of shops, services and facilities and is a 
vibrant settlement which also serves its wider rural 
hinterland.

Figure 15 shows the range of services that 
support Whalley’s deserved place as a Key 
Service Centre, particularly within easy walking 
distance of the site, making the potential 
development highly sustainable. 

Given the potential for growth within the settlement 
of Whalley, the provision of a new primary school 
is wholly appropriate within the site, which would 
be ideally located to serve the wider population of 
Whalley and its rural hinterland.

2.7 Use Mix

Figure 15
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Whalley is well served by public transport with 
its own bus and train stations providing links to 
Clitheroe, the wider Ribble Valley area and beyond 
into Preston and Manchester. 

Figure 16 and 17 indicates  transport and 
movement surrounding the site. Whalley benefits 
from a railway station and a bus station. This 
reinforces Whalley’s status as an appropriate 
location for some of the additional housing growth 
provision for the Ribble Valley.

There are a number of good quality strategic 
highway links to motorway network, as well as 
a number of footpath routes, immediately to the 
south of the site, which provide access to areas of 
open countryside.

2.8 Access and Movement

Figure 16
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Figure 17
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UPLAND FARMLAND

WOODED HILLSIDE

CALDER RIVER VALLEY

ROLLING LANDFORM WITH 
INTEGRATED SETTLEMENTS

SEMI-WOODED UPLAND FARMLAND

Figure 18
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Local Landscape Character

A preliminary assessment of local landscape 
character has been carried out (Figure 18) through 
a mix of desk-top study and on site investigation. 
This provides a finer level of assessment than 
those included within the Character Map of 
England and the Lancashire Landscape Character 
Assessment documents.

The local landscape character of the site and 
area immediately surrounding Whalley is relatively 
diverse.  The land to the immediate west of 
Whalley is defined by the low lying river valley, and 
characterised by open views over predominantly 
pasture land.  Both the River and the Railway 
viaduct form prominent features in the landscape.  
Urban influences are also present, in the form 
of light industrial uses on the fringes of the 
settlement and interspersed in the farmland.

Land to the east of Whalley, including the site 
itself is more typical of the landscape character 
as defined within The Landscape Strategy 
for Lancashire, detailed above.  The area is 
characterised by rolling landform, which then 
rises more steeply to Wiswell in the north-east, 
small mixed woodlands, copses and hedgerow 
trees, creating a well wooded appearance and a 
patchwork of wood and pasture.

The local landscape character appears to share 
most characteristics with National Character Area 
33, as defined by Natural England. 

Key features the local landscape shares with this 
defined National Character Area include: - 

undulating, rolling landform;•	
meandering, tree-fringed rivers; •	
agricultural land used for grazing; •	
small to medium scale fields, hedgerows, •	
hedgerow trees and semi-natural woodland.

Topography

Figure 19 illustrates topography in the wider 
context around the site.  The site lies on the north-
eastern fringes of Whalley.  Ground levels on 
Clitheroe Road, adjacent to the western site edge, 
are approximately 57 metres above sea level, and 
reach approximately 70 metres above sea level 
to the northeast of the site.  The ground levels 
continue to rise steadily beyond the site edge.

The settlement of Whalley lies at the bottom 
of a valley, at a relatively low ground level, 
approximately 0-100 metres above sea level along 
the fringes of the River Calder.  Ground levels 
rise steeply to the north-east, at White Hill and 
on Pendleton Moor, with levels reaching over 450 
metres above sea level.  The topography also 
rises steeply to the southwest of Whalley, towards 
Nab Hill, where ground levels reach over 200 
metres above sea level.

WHITE HILL

View from Nab Hill showing Whalley in the lower lying river valley, and rising ground levels beyond up to Pendleton Moor

View from Brooke’s Lane  showing ground levels elevating towards the A671

2.8 Local Landscape 
Character

Figure 18

Figure 19
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Figure 20
This assessment has been carried out with 
reference to the Guidelines for Landscape & 
Visual Impact Assessment, 2nd Edition, 2002.  
The visual assessment for the development was 
carried out through a mix of desktop analysis and 
observation on site.  An initial desk study of the 
area, with reference to topographic data and aerial 
photographs, was used to determine the broad 
zones of visual influence (ZVI), i.e. areas of land 
that are visually connected to the site.  The principal 
views of the site were determined in the field, with 
particular emphasis on checking potential visual 
receptor areas such as public footpaths, principal 
vehicular routes and residential areas.

Representative viewpoints were identified which 
were considered to be of particular significance in 
terms of providing a range of views of the site and 
where development would have the potential to 
affect the quality and character of existing views.

Photographs of each of the principal viewpoints 
were taken by a professional photographer using 
a fixed lens camera.  The camera lens had a focal 
length equivalent to 50mm, i.e. similar to that seen 
with the naked eye.  Where panoramic views were 
taken, the individual frames were stitched together 
in accordance with the Guidelines.  A photograph 
from each of the key views is provided in Appendix 
1 of this document.

To create the photomontages, a digital block model 
of the proposed development was produced.  Using 
3-D modelling software, perspective views of the 
model were created, and placed accurately within 
the photographs.  

In assessing impact on the selected viewpoints, 
a number of criteria have been employed.  These 
include: 

1. A measure of the view’s importance; 
2.  The degree of visibility of the development from 
the viewpoint; 
3 . The sensitivity of the visual receptor; 
4 . The magnitude of the predicted impact, and the 
ultimate significance of the impact. 
5 . An indication of the level of confidence in the 
prediction is also made.

Level of Importance

The importance of the various views have been 
categorized on the following basis: -

National - Views from national trails/long distance 
recreational routes;

Regional - Views from regionally important 
recreational routes;

District  - Views from important undeveloped areas;

Local - Views from the local road, public footpath 
networks and local residential areas.

Degree of Visibility and Prominence

The degree of visibility and prominence of the 
proposed development within the selected 
viewpoint is measured in accordance with the 
following scales:
1. Highly visible			 
2. Partially Visible		
3. Scarcely Visible    

1. Very prominent
2. Reasonably Prominent
3. Not Prominent

2.9 Visual Analysis
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Sensitivity of Visual Receptors

Visual receptors include the public or community 
at large, residents, visitors and other groups of 
people or individuals.  In defining the sensitivity of 
visual receptors, account has been taken of the 
degree to which they are likely to be focussed on 
the landscape or wider setting. Potential seasonal 
screening effects have also been identified.  The 
sensitivity of the visual receptors identified has 
therefore been categorized as follows: -

High - Users of public footpaths whose attention 
or interest may be focused on the landscape.  
Residents whose views or visual amenity may be 
affected.

Medium - Road users. 

Low - People engaged in their every day work 
activities whose attention is less focussed on the 
landscape.

Magnitude of Impact

The magnitude of the impact is measured in relation 
to the extent that changes affect the character and 
features of the view or landscape, either in a positive 
or negative way.  The following descriptions define 
the magnitude:

Substantial - Leads to a major alteration to key 
elements/features/characteristics of the view and/
or introduces elements considered to be totally 
uncharacteristic when set in the attributes of the 
receiving landscape.

Moderate - Leads to a partial loss or alteration 
to one or more of the key elements/features/
characteristics of the view that may be prominent 
but may not necessarily be considered to be 
substantially uncharacteristic when set in the 

attributes of the receiving landscape. 

Minor - Leads to a minor loss of or alteration to one 
or more of the key elements/features/characteristics 
of the view that may not be uncharacteristic when 
set in the attributes of the receiving landscape.  
Negligible -Leads to a very minor loss of 
or alteration to one or more key elements/
features/characteristics of the view that are not 
uncharacteristic when set in the attributes of the 
receiving landscape – approximating to the “no 
change” situation.

Significance of Impact

In determining the significance of the impact, 
account is taken of the sensitivity of the visual 
receptor, the importance of the view and the 
predicted magnitude of the impact.  The impact 
is described in terms of either being beneficial, 
adverse or benign, where the impact is clearly 
identifiable, and negligible where the impact is not 
clearly identifiable.

Major - Where there would be a very noticeable and 
highly significant alteration to the existing view.
Moderate - Where there would be a clearly 
noticeable and moderately significant alteration to 
the existing view.

Minor - Where there would be a perceptible 
alteration to the existing view, but one of low 
significance.

Benign - Where there would be a noticeable 
change in the character or characteristics of the 
view, but where this change in not considered 
detrimental.

Negligible - No discernible change in the existing 
view or landscape.

KEY VIEWS

The following section contains a brief description 
of each of the identified key viewpoints shown in 
Figure 21.

View 1 Public Footpath, Painter Wood
•Represents a long-range view of the site from 
the potentially sensitive location of Nab Hill.  
Approximately 0.7 miles from the site. 

View 2 Public footpath, Moor Lane to Dean 
Lane
•A long range view of the site from the potentially 
sensitive location of Nab Hill. 
Approximately 0.65 miles from the site. 

View 3 Nab Side Farm-Nab Wood.
•A long range view of the site from the potentially 
sensitive location of Nab Hill. 
 Approximately 0.75 miles from the site. 

View 4 Station Road
• Intermediate view of the site from within the 
settlement of Whalley.   Approximately 0.35 miles 
from the site. 

View 5 Limefield Avenue/Hayhurst Road
•Close view towards the site from within the 
settlement.  Approximately 150 metres from the site. 

View 6 Clitheroe Road
•Close range view directly east into the site.  
Approximately 30 metres from the site boundary.

View 7 Brooke’s Lane (incl. local buildings of 
merit)
• Close range view of the site from area with locally 
important buildings.  Approximately 190 metres from 
the site.

View 8 Brooke’s Lane  

•Local view from the end of Brooke’s Lane as it 
joins the pedestrian footpath.  Within the western 
boundary of the site.

View 9 Public footpath off Brooke’s Lane
•View from the pedestrian footpath of Brooke’s 
Lane within the site boundary

View 10 Public footpath east of A671
•Local  view of the site from the public footpath 
network to the south-east.  Approximately 60 metres 
from the site.
 
View 11 Spring Wood
•Local  view from a clearing to the western edge of 
Spring Wood.  Approximately 110 metres from the 
site.

View 12 Public footpath intersection
•Intermediate view of the site from the public 
footpath network to the south-east.  Approximately 
210 metres from the site.

View 13
Viewpoint located within Spring Wood 
approximately  200 metres from the site.  No 
view available.

View 14
Viewpoint located within Spring Wood 
approximately  300 metres from the site.  No 
view available.

View 15
View into the proposed site entrance from 
Clitheroe Road, immediately west of the site 
boundary.

View 16
Two views from Abbey.  One from within 
publicly accessible part of building. One from 
higher but not publicly accessible part of 

Figure 20
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Figure 21



Figure 21 provides an overall assessment of open 
space within Whalley. 

The diagram indicates that there is significant 
provision of semi natural/informal open space 
within Whalley; however, not all of this is publicly 
accessible. Further, there is a limited amount of 
small scale publicly accessible open space within 
the settlement boundary.

Further, a large play area  -Procter’s Green Play 
Area  - provides is approximately 3100m2 in size, 
and a range of formal play equipment to suit 
children of between approximately 4 and 8 years 
of age.  It has a secure timber fence boundary and 
incorporates a litter bin, signage and seating.

As illustrated in the diagram opposite, the play 
lies within an easy 5 minute/ 400 metre walking 
distance of much of the settlement of Whalley.  
However, some of the settlement fringes to the 
north and north-east, including where the site 
is located, are outside this 5 minute walking 
distance.  This suggests that it would be beneficial 
to incorporate additional play facilities within the 
site.

2.10 Open Space

Figure 21

23 Design and Access Statement  


