


Section 2 - WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION 

The site does not need to be next to a river/watercourse to cause a problem. Any pollutants 
getting into surface water drain or groundwater can end up in a river/watercourse, even if it is a 
distance away (note: spillages of oil can cover an area the size of two football pitches). In 
order to prevent water pollution, the following control measures will be employed: 

Control Measures 
? When work is to be carried out near the watercourse minimise interruption to flows and 

allow for the continued operation of land drainage systems in the area. 

? Before work commences any matters, which are identified by the Environment Agency 
permit will be addressed by Prospect Homes (GB) Ltd. 

? All site roads and site entrances shall be kept clear of mud or debris this will be 
achieved by utilising road sweepers and wheel wash facilities as required during times 
when there is a risk of debris leaving the site boundary. 

? All fuel, oils, etc will be stored on an impervious base. Fuel tanks will be double skinned 
and have a capacity of equivalent to at least 110% of the volume of the inner tank. All 
valves and trigger guns will be protected from vandalism and unauthorised 
interferences and will be turned off and securely locked when not in use. 

? All mobile plant will be refuelled in a designated area and away from drains or 
watercourses. 

? All stockpiled materials are to be formed away from water course and where required 
protected from excessive run off by silt fence if necessary. 

? All surface water run-off into gully will be protected with gully bags silt protect for the 
duration of the works. 

? Any pumped groundwater will have a silt sock or pollution sock as required fixed to the 
out- let and either pumped onto open ground or passed through a settlement tank subject 
to the quantities requiring removal. 

? A designated area for the washing out of ready mixed lorries will be established, where 
required. washings will not be allowed to flow into any drain or watercourse. The 
concrete wash out area will be monitored and clean out and waste will be removed off 
site to a licensed tip. 

? Spill kits (including pollution boom), drain stoppers will be available to deal with any 
spillage. 

? Any head walls are to be protected with silt run off measures i.e. straw bales or 
Similar 

Any collected surface water will be channelled across the development to the new road 
footprint with the surface water draining through the road gullies (please refer to





assistance during their investigation. 

Section 4 - TOOLBOX TALK 

ENVIRONMENT ISSUES 

POLLUTION PREVENTION 

? All storage tanks must be double skinned 

? Clean up all spillage immediately with absorbent materials, which are available on site 
and dispose of as directed by site management. 

? 

? 

Ensure that any leaking drums or containers are out of use and removed off site. 

Ensure that any overflow pipes on any storage tanks do not discharge contents. 

? Use the appropriate containers for different materials. Make sure that they are sturdy, in 
good condition, not liable to leak and clearly marked with their contents. 

? Secure the site and sensitive containers from the risk of vandalism/theft i.e. locks fitted to 
valves on storage tanks, fencing. 

GROUNDWATER POLLUTION 

? Oil is a common and highly visible form of pollution because of the way it spreads. Even 
a small quantity can cause a lot of harm i.e. five litres of oil is enough to cover a small 
lake. 

? Oil accounts for one quarter of all pollution incidents. The Environment Agency deals 
with over 6,000 oil pollution incidents each year. The most commonly encountered types 
of oil are diesel, waste oil and petrol. 

? Oil forms a film on the surface of rivers/streams and lakes, which can drastically reduce 
the level of oxygen in the water, making it difficult for fish to breath. It can also coat 
plants and animals that come into contact with it. Large quantities of water are taken 
from rivers for use after treatment as drinking water. Oil contamination makes rivers unfit 
for this purpose. 

? 

? 

Silty waters should never be pumped directly to a river/stream or surface water drain 
always fit silt bags on pumps. 

Silt is a non-toxic pollutant and in the absence of any other contaminates silty waters can 
easily be disposed of by pumping to a settlement tank or irrigated over a grassed area 
once the Environment Agency has been consulted. 

? One gallon of oil can cover an area of water the size to two football pitches. 

? Dispose of all canteen/office waste in designated skip. Litter is a pollutant too and must 
not be allowed to enter a watercourse. 

? If an oil/derv/chemical spill occurs, try to stop the spill from entering any drains or 
watercourses using earth or sandbags to absorb it. NEVER hose it down. Inform site 
management immediately. 

REMEMBER 

Pollution is Everyone  Responsibility















Section 6 Monitoring Record 

Where works are carried out which could have the potential for contaminating a water course, complete the following. 

If a pollution incident occurs and has been cleaned up   carry out a post pollution inspection on any area which had the potential to be 
polluted for a minimum of one week after the incident 

Outlet location Record of Visual inspections 
carried out 

Post Pollution Inspection Record 
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