


1. INDEMNITIES 
This report is for the sole use and benefit of John Forrester Ltd and their professional advisors. RG 
Parkins & Partners Ltd will not be held responsible for any actions taken, nor decisions made, by 
any third party resulting from this report. 

RG Parkins & Partners Ltd are not qualified to advise on asbestos, contamination, damp/water 
ingress or timber rot/infestation. Any comments contained within this report with regards to these 
items are noted as guidance only and the Client should appoint a suitably qualified professional to 
provide informed advice. The absence of any comments regarding these items does not represent 
any form of neglect, carelessness, or failure to undertake our service. 

2. COPYRIGHT 
The copyright of this report remains vested in RG Parkins & Partners Ltd. 

All digital mapping reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital map data.  Crown Copyright. All 
rights reserved. Licence Number 100038055 
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4. INTRODUCTION 
Instructions were received from John Forrester Ltd acting as agent for the Slaidburn Estate to 
undertake a structural inspection of an existing farmhouse with a view to establishing the condition 
and recommending any remedial repairs necessary to facilitate the renovation of the building for 
suitable modern living. A single visit to the property was undertaken, observations were taken 
from the ground and no opening up of the structure was undertaken. 

5. EXTERNAL OBSERVATIONS 
The building is a two storey, random masonry, stone cottage with a traditional timber truss purlin 
roof with slate and stone flag roof coverings. 

The floors are timber joists and stone flags on the ground floor. 

There are significant cracks on the external walls. 

Gable Wall 
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Front Wall 

Parts of the wall have been remodelled in the past to create windows and doors etc. 

The gable wall cracking is directly below the bearing points of the purlins and lintels over the 
window has failed. 

Internal Gable Wall 
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The gable end has moved away from the front and rear walls, leaving vertical cracking internally. 

There is diagonal cracking over the garage door, probably due to a bearing failure of the lintel on 
the random masonry walls. 

The front elevation has cracking and open vertical joints between different structural interventions. 
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The external staircase to the rear of the building is constructed with cut stone trends on a random 
masonry base and there has been some slight differential movement between the main rear wall 
and the steps. There is no handrail. 
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Minor Cracking between stairs and rear wall 

6. CONCLUSIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS 

The cracking and movement is of a historic, long standing nature and simple precast concrete lintel 
crack stitching, re-seating of beams and purlins will stabilise the structure, restraint of the walls 
tying the floors to walls and localised rebuilds will ensure standard refurbishment works can be 
undertaken as outlined on the Mason Gillibrand Architect  drawings. See the following typical 
repair details. 
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Typical Wall Restraint Detail 

Typical Wall Repair Detail 
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